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TO THE 


READER. 


FT OU will find in the Poſtſcript 
MW an Anſwer tothe Preface ſet be- 
.* - fore the Defence ; which being: 
a Heap of undigeſied Untruths, and: 
2 i/l-contrro 4d Calumnies, I concerned 1t 
moſs proper to expoſe them that relate to 
me jg qr after I bave wiped off 
the Dirt which the Defence hath caſt 
on the Churches Dottrin. Beſides, 1 
ought my ſelf bound in Juſtice and good 
Manmers to yield the Preference to the 
Honeſt Footman, whoſe Style is not 
near ſoLewd and Unmannerly as the 
outragious Preface-maker's, who may 
with reaſon be ſuppoſed a — = 
| : 


— —  —_ 


To the Reader. 
CANONICAL GOWN. 


baving theſe late Tears been a conſtant 
Sanctuary ts ſo many pen þ 
Slandering, Prophane, Rovi we 
Peeviſh and Unchatitable 

that the Ne idk of thoſe Books which 
7n any of theſe kinds bave appratet of lat 
Tears in this Kingdom, bave\ teen the mt- 
EE of theſt Meek, Chari- 
table, Humble and ' Loyal _ 


a cheap one when 
be concern'd init, and not 
katy aiabtragSo gd ge ey 
Foe Tens Falk and brermat. in a Concern of 
tempt your Nature and once more, hoping that 
Kos yn at make vſe "Dr lock's happy Contri- 
vance ; and when you are ſenfblerhar Fixear Six Weeks Es- 


deavars. cannot ſy er Anſwer that ma may appear 
blic View, without ug the weakneſs of your Gag 
the 


the unwarranta Methods | us'Lin its T5 you w 


to Licenſe > Book Printed in his Defence, 
my Allowance. Wherefore not to s Houle he Foceoan, 


lock! hp” can yas Hon. 
ee Td df rght ho Crum 
ov ws, Fir 

It is a Catholic Prinaple, That he who has an Infallible 
Guide, need not miſtruſt hi as toenquite ſoo whe- 
ther he be in the right Way, tho ey ie 
himſelf in ue Mi 
Dr. Sherlock, in 


will not allow the a of EET ing, That Gd 


Cd. 1. L, 


(4) 


not only allows, but requires it. This ſeemed to me extravagant, 
not to fay-impious, and to all theſe who have inherited from 
St. Paul that Faith to which he exaQts ſo firm and unwavering 
an adherency, that if an Angel _ Heaven ſhould teach us 
any thing in oppoſition to it, we ought not to mind him,” or 
Dt en nn 
. Certainty an (9) 
reading Heretical Books which oppoſe that Faith, to frame 
by them, and ſettle a Judgment ? By what Text doth God 
deliver this Injunftion ? 1 asked farther, how ſtanding to the 
firſt Principles of Common Senſe, a Church that declares all 
Men bonnd to Fo for m_ ves, could Countenance Laws 
which exaft of Dyſſemers, that they ſtand not to that their 
Judgment; but Comply againſt it ; and that conſtrain their 
liberty of Judging by the dread of Excommunications, Se- 
queſtrations, Impriſonments, Excluſion from the chiefeſt Pro- 
perties of free-born Subjects, even by Hanging and Quarter- 
ing: which is to make it Death not to aCt againſt a ſtrit 
Duty of Conſcience, acknowledg'd. by the Perſecutors to be 
ſach. Theſe were three material Queſtions; I waited Six 
Weeks for an Anſwer, and he returns me at laſt by his Foot- 
man this wonderfal one : That I leave out what was ſaid of the 
Bible. _ Sherlock — _ _ of — not ſuf- 
fering her People to diſpute their Religion, or to vead Heretical 
Books, entfs, key look into NS Bills it ſelf ;, that I taks 
it for grente that all the Writing of Proteſtant Divines ave 
Heretical 'Books, nay the Bible it Pa roo. I wonder not the 
Dottor ſhould give this his Anſwer by a Footman he hath yer, 
F conceive, ſome remnants of Modeſty. But is there here one 
word of Anſwer to my three Queftions ? No, not a ſyllable, 


nor of Truth neither. I refleQedon no Divines of any Per-, 
fuaſion; Ifound Heretical Books in the number of thoſe which 


he blames our Church for not recommending, and which he 
aſſures us God _ the reading of. This being an Obje- 
tion of a new Coin, and a Proof of his own Invention, 1 
ſhew'd the Unreaſonableneſs of the one, and asked anInftance 
of the other, paſſing by that trivial Calamny fo often An- 


ſwered, That the Catholic Church ſuffers not her People ro Idok, 
'imeo the Bible it ſelf ; which ſuppoſes that we lock vp the Bible, 


— 


(5) 
as the Roman: did their Sybilin Books, whereas many thou- 
ſands are commanded by the Catholic Church, ſetting aſide all 
temporal to make the reading of the Word of God 
their continual ſtudy, and to teach daily the DoCtrin of it to 
thoſe who not having learnt to read, or being of too weak a 
Judgment to carry away the Senſe of a Book, or toomuch ta- 
ken up by their Trades and Employs, by which they ſupport 


their Families, and earn Ives a neceſſary Livelihood, 
have not the Leiſure or Capacity to gather the Articles of 
Chriſtian Belief, or the di Parts of Chriſtian Duties 


from it : for to all others, who conceive they may reap a Be- 
nefit from it, leave is never deny'd to read the Bible, tranſla- 
ted tothat end into all vulgar Tongues. 

In the cloſe an Anſwer isattempted, and the Author of the 
Defence tells me, He « not content with an Implicit Faith; That 
we are commanded to try the Spirits, andgo try all things. Theſe 
are the Texts produc'd to maintain Dr. Sherlock's three Poſi- 
tions, That = —_ to read Heretical Books, __—— 
command: it, each one 1s tO j ©. I 
the CG Obſervations > exts to your ſecond. 
thoughts. 

With reaſon St. Pax! commands each Chriſtian to try all Omnia probate, 
things, and to retain what is good : And St. John in plainer 9294 vonum 
terms, Not to credit every Spirit, but to try the Spirits, if they be 1 Theſ. 5. 
her for, as St. Jobn obſerves in that very place, many falſe Nolize omni 

rophets bave appeared inthe World : And ſince 'tis neceſſary that £ grnbens : 
Hereſies ariſe, there will ever be many ſuch, the Miniſters of Spicy, ti ex 
Satan, as St. Paxl minds us, 2 Cor. 11. 15. transfiguring them- —_ 
ſelves like unto the Miniſters of Juſtice, We ought not then mul? _ 
to belieye each Manthat pretends to the pure Word of the \irucon rope 
Lord, to the Spirit of the Lord. The Queſtion is, How we Mundum. 
onght to try theſedifferent Spirits ? Each Man, ſays Dr. Sher- 
lock, is to read all Heretical as well as Orthodox Books, to 
hear all Falſe Prophets as well as the Teachers of Truth , 
Each ignorant Tradeſman, Husbandman, Day-Laborer, ha- 
ving pang Bible, Gary and read a: _ Diſlenting Di- 
vines can ſay, is to Decide as Sovereigr, Judge, without Ap= ,... 
: All are to chooſe thus their Religion.” Not fo, fas ont 
Paul ; On ſome only 1s beſtowed the Gift of Interpreting, ou Spiri 
0 


Spirituum. 
_— - 


1 Joan. 4 


(6) 


the G diſcerning Spirits. A neceſſary Caution ; 
Hine Hereſcs 1 ” Hence ariſe all Hereſies, that People 
x ; lenge Fae te bow of Giri, bot cal of God for the 


CO TSR them 
brer que of fr of Jnling fo " themſelves. Heretics (fays 
ro Schools of 

mo and Charc, rear 1 cool of Pl vn) 
to Common Senſe, but to their own, nr both of the ure, 
od gre 14 1s to believe the Catholic Church, 

EIT Rn Ann, Al they endeavor is 
fed believe : and having left the School of 
fo, non Ee Chriſt, and thoſe Teachers he had Wor them, with 


Viſum ' pt: Holy Ghoſt declares this, and we declare it. That no other Me- 
nobis. A. 15. thod can bri us to a ſteddy and unwavering Faith. St. Paul 
did acknow to the Epheſians, when warned them 
[ " Epheſ. 4 3, 11. wen; ny I oats in the bond of peace, he 
f declares that and ſome Prophets, and 
, fon he ry other ag? dang Doltors, t0 the conſum. 
of the Saims unto the work of the Afgniſtry, wmo the 
jv of the Body of Chriſt, and that not for fome Age or Ages 
only, - «bw 27 te ge dr of Faith, and Know- 
ledge of the Son of G + perfelt Man, invothe meefore 
50.49 ofowe Griſt; that is, to the hſt day of the 
General ear 8c this Method of ſtanding to the Decifi- 
ons of ſuch lawful Paſtors being neceſſary: That we be nor chil- 
dren, , and carried about with every wind of Dottrin, in 
the wickgane(i 1 of Mex in craftineſi, 10 the circumvention of Er- 
ror. That this is the Senſe of the two Texts cited in oppoft- 
tion to it, Gor Se. Jabs having advices wank mend 
are taken ; for St. hriſtians ro ery 
Spirirs, gives this a Bak and Mera fr all Fee: 


—_— ——e—_—_ 


(7) 
He that knows God (by a true Faith,) bears Vs ;, be that is not of Qui novit De- 
us + by By this Mark. you dw the lows to 
the ſpirit of error, St. John cordemni Deo non aud 
Dr. Sherlock,, who will have each Man Judge for himſelf — 
the DoCtrin z whereas St. Fobn declares we muſt try the Spi- rituga veritais 
ritsonly by this Mark, That they have the Spirit of God who & #*irm er. 
hear with Submiſſion their lawful Paſtors, whereas thoſe who 
Judge for themſelves without that Deference, are certainly 
poſleſſed with the Spirit of Error. "Tis alſo evident, that by 
US he means all lawful Paſtors, and not the Apoſtles only ; 
for they were all dead when he writ that Epiſtle. Could 
any Text be 3 fuller and more preſling Evidence for me, or aſ- 
ſure us more poſitively, that an unerring Spirit guides the 
Paſtors and Teachers in the Church of God ; and that who- 
ever will not fall into Error, muſt ſubmit by an /mplicit Faith 
to that Churches Authority, and embrace the DoCtrins which 
ſhe teaches by her Prelates. The other Text (fo unhappy 
theſe Men are in their choice) is as full and plain to the _ 
effeCt : for St. Paw having firſt warned the Theſſalonians in the 
foregoing Verſe,not to defpiſe the Gift of Prophecy or Inter- 
pretation given to the Teachers of the Church for the Inſtru- 
Ction of ot he bids them by this Text, not to receive all 
———_ but ſuch only as had received from the 
Holy Ghoſt the Gift of Propheſying, and were Commiſſioned 
by a lawful Authority to Preach : But fo farhe was from ad- 
viling them to converſe with, or read the Books of thoſe that 
were Aliens and out of the Church, that he had warned before 
the Epheſians, with cantion to corverſe with ſuch. But let us ln fpiencia 
obſerve the ſeveral Marks givenby the Apoſtles and by Chriſt, "oi, 
w to diſtinguiſh whoare to be admitted of, from funt. Eph. 4. 5. 
thoſe w to be rejeted. St. Paul gives the Galatians 5, Ws Frange- 
this Rule, Preache: beſide what you have received, be terquam id 
be accurſed ; that's all the regard St. Paw bids us have for all Fe crates, 
» Io 


CY 
E 
t 


ſach Innovators, as pretend toa reformation of Faith, which, 

as Tertullian teaches, is not able to any, becauſe 'tis not 

ſed tothe leaſt of failing, the Gates of Hell (Errors 

not being itted ever toprevail againſt the Church : w 

mov'd St, Auguſtin to declare thus his Senſe : We are certain, Corti fumus ne- 

that w0 one can dvvide himſelf fram rhe Communion of all —_ — gen- 
or 


hides. 


($) 
ehum ſe ſepars- for mot ay one among ft the Church in by own Fuſtice, 
i pri, am rh mt private —_— frames) but in the = 
trum in ful Scriptures, and be will find the Church, rn 9 
Pn fherls What Mark did our Bleſſed Lord ſet? In whatever Offence 
querit Ecdeli- received from a Brother, whatever Scandal (and there is not 
am, & ur pr0- any greater than Herelie and Schiſm) in caſe be bearken nor 
conlpicit. wnto, obey not the Church, let bim be to thee as a Heathen or a 
Db. ; Publican ; that is, bave no Converſe with him, ſeparate thy 
Ee = ſelffrom him. Certainly this Advice of Chriſt is perſettly 
audierit it ribi (ppoſite tothat Obligation Dr. Sherlock, would impoſe on all. 
_— —_— St. Irenaus who received the true meaning of Chriſt's Do- 
Mat. 18. Arin from St. Polycarp, St. Fohrs Diſciple, underſtood it ina 


Ty 
E 
3 
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themſelves ; or again as Hypocrnes, thus dividing themſelves for 

pan. the and Faim- * who all of chew on falls fromthe 

* Truth. \s this to ſend us to read their Books? St. Aubwſtin | 

alſo muſt be own'd of a very different Principle, who having 
ſtated the Caſe as it is at preſent in this Nation, gives this ( 

oppolite Advice in his km —_— on FN 39 Pſalm : 

., Aay contr aditt, s Hereſies, di- 

©, Goneradicune malez Iinguz, diver- yer, Schiſms and Diviſions ſpeak loud, what 
nant, linguz multz contradicunt veri- Method 1s to be followed in this Caſe ? Run 
rabernaculum Dely you to. the Tabernacle of God the Catholic | 
veritaris noli diſcedere, protegerss in Church (of which no Hereſies contradifting 
tabernaculo Domini 4 contracts one another can be Parts.) Do moe depart from 


ne linguarum. CC. 3. in Pf. 20. that Rule of Truth, what Dr. Sherlock | 
blames, and calls Implicit Faith) you ſhall be proteied in the T a- 
bernagle of God from theſe conrraditting Tongues, This is the ( 


true way, taught and followed from i 


(9) 
ing Scripture, of adhering to the genuin word of God, 
__ Letter > Gy ſeveral a Coaltrottions, cannot recon- 
cile different Opinions as the Tame holy Dodtor obſerves ; 
—_— in this aſſo the Authority of Cano- 
ures, u what 1s De- Soqubune fins in hic re etiam Ca- 

cud bye Uniurſal preſent Church, which en cam gm—_ 
the eAt the Scriptures themſelves placuir Ecclefiz quam ipfarum 
recummends ctes x77, and becaſe the bay re mma Aer 
Scriptures cannot deceive ws, whoever fears to 12, &c. , 
be mi by the obſeaviey of this ( or any other ) 
Queſti "Je bi cane Sens looks Chaves, which we are with- 

ont the leaft obſcurity direfted unto by the boly Scriptures, This 
bs had learn'd from St. m_ who __ the Members of 
that Church, That they are not _— 
Tn Rok a Se. Non neces huberk ut aliquis vos 

by 


(young unto TX on T_ A Gocet vos 
Chor 


Lo rodent rem. nam & 
ONE 14 C4 and ut in ſin, deve 
his own j : z which he oppoſes to that ped nn JS cum proprio Judi 
of the Church. The firſt General Coun- oy tt, 


cils, and on I woes different;Re- 

ligion and mind from this who Commanded all the 

—_ _—— _ to be burnt. 1 a conclude 

this Point with St s Advice, perfect y oppoſite to 

theſe utreaſonable pritples, a ſeaſonable advice given to 

all Heretics wearied out with ſeeking in vain the truth by 

their own judgment, without the direCti- 

on of this ucerring Guide, Return and lie at Hen orneve & ſede in portu Catho- 
Anchor inthe Havenof Catholic Faith, where cariagren, 2 all te poſſit luctuoſe 


no ſtorm of a wavering cxrioſity can diftur Hypegneſt. 


” Dr. Sherlock, in his _—_— f- 4- gives his Proteſtant 
this advice. Ak, them whether ym = you 10 judge for 
yo elf in matters of Religion ? 1 do not, why my | 
e you with diſputing ? Tou cannot be convinced unleſs you 
B 


judge 


—_ — 


tro) 

judge tod 1, and thereby reſakoe Faith wito 4 private Spirit. --» Hero 
pomp ons fix bus Foot don fir @ till they <bſ- 
own Infallbilny. 1 obſerved that this was to ay, 'tis impaſ- 
ſible toconvince a man that in reaſon he ought to ſubmir his 
to that of another, though infallible. That ſich 
a Principle makes void all the right uſe of reaſon, when ir 
ſhould lead vs to ſubmit to a julit Authority : that St. Paul 
pretended to Infallibility through the aſhſtance of the Spi- 
rit of God who direQted him, and conſequently, that if this 
Principle of Dr. Sherlock be reaſonable, the Jews ought when 
he diſputed a _—__g not 10 have ftyrr'd an inch, not, 
to have hearkened _ he had diſowned infallibility. 
In the Defence, the Foatrman is aſhamed of fo unchn1- 
ſtian® Principle, and would difown it, ſaying, That it ap- 
pears plain and natural to bim, that be may ſubmit bis judgment 
to an Infallible 7, and yet the Church of Rome may not be 
that Fudge, true: this is contrary to Dr. Sherlack's Princi- 
ple : For, how long is the Proteſtant mor to ſtir av inch, till 
the Catholic hath his Churches infallibility ? There 
would have been ſome common ſenſe and reafon in that Ad- 
vice : pon ſays Dr. Sherlock, but 1511 he diſown: infallibi- 
lity. *Tis- as evident then as Noon-day-light, that Dr. Sher-\ 
lock 0020 then mfallibility onadel ene, as inconliſtent 
with diſputing, and pretending by reaſon to convince an other 
of the truth, and thatconſequently he takes the Fews's a- 
gainſt St. Pawl. The Foormen Miſtook here his Maſters Errant. 
Preſervative, fol. 6, Dr. Sberlock asks this Queſtion, Whar 
difference ws there bermixt mens afong thei privaze judgment to 
tary Papiſts or te rurn Proteſtants? 1 anſwered : the ſame as 
betwixt two fck men, the one whereof chooſes to put him- 
ſelf in an able Doftars hands, whom he knows to have anin- 
fallible Remedy, whilſt the. other chooſes his own Simples, 
and makes bis own Medicin. As between twoat Law, the 
one whereof is guided by his Reafon to take Advice from a 
wiſe Counſellor, the other to be his own Council, &c. The 
Dotor's ſecond Auſwers by this Queltion, And i not bere 
private Judgment uſed all this while ? A ſhrewd Queſtion in- 
deed. Dr. Sherlock, had asked what difference there - was in 
theſe two uſes of private Judgment, I produce the difference, 
then 


A —_—_— 


—— _ O— MS ————_— DD————E_ 


(21) 
then 4s if the C ies peo 


men, there is uſe made : it were as nice 
a Reply, had wy Lewy is there betwixt an 
Ounce of Gold and an Ounce of Silver, if when the different 
value is exprefs'd, he ſhould wiſely return this anſwer, why 
there is ſtill an Ounce in both caſes. 1s there no difference 
then betwixt one who follows his fancy m chooſing his way 
and him who chooſes a good Guide, and follows him, becauſe 
both chooſe ? ds both equally rely on their fancy? Whar 
Poſition can more abuſe common ſenſe? Certainly the In- 
enious and Learned Gentletnen of the Temple, catinot bur 
mile at this ſtrange way of MRTIISS Maſter, fo dif: 
ferent -# md +1 


fill Gays the Pogd- 


William 

| is not diſabled of convincing 

William of NOR In cnn 
This irs amd full : what 


(12) 

the ſtrift Unity of God in the Trinity of Perſons : The Ari- 
ans gave ita contrary, and as natural a ſenſe ; doth this prove 
that we follow not Scripture, and this very Text in our be- 
lief of the Holy Trinity ? Once more I appeal to the Learn- 
ed Gentlemen of the Temple, hoping they will join with me, 
maintaining againſt their Maſter, that all the Judges of the 
Land _— —_— wk ag 6 Law an _—_— 
Party, ſhould oppoſe may not do it, 
cauſe their tion of the Lo bated 
ſenſe of it. 


The Preſervative, fol. 11. moves this Queſtion. Auſt 
the belief of an infallible Fudge be reſolved into every mans private 
judgment ? Muſt it not be believed with a Divine Faith, and can 
there be a Divine Faith without an infallible Fudge t | gave this 
anſwer; There can be no Divine Faith, without a Divine 
Revelation, * nor a prudent one without a Moral evidence in 
_— — of Credibility, o—_ be RE = 
evi igation to it. judgment being poſ- 
ſeſs'd with that Moralinf ibllity, reſts not there, but ob- 
ſerving that goodneſs and mercy of Gqd, which cannot per- 
mit rhat f: ſhould be propounded in his Name, with 
all the apparent marks of his Hand and Seal, and without a- 
ny like appearance on the Contrary, inclined by a pious 
motion of The Will, called by the ſamous Council of Orazge 
affettio credibilitatis, and ſtrengthen'd by that Grace of 
which beſtowythe Gift of Faith, faſtens on Gods Veracity, 
and with a ſubmiſſion not capable of any doubt, embraces 
the revealed truth. If the intallibility of the Church were 
more than Morally evident, it were impoſſible that any Here- 
ſy ſhould be. ed rape ents oY grey Aon no- 

to oppoſe, is WI tolupmmit 1t 1 can 4 Keve- 
Lavies that there is an infallible viſible Church, 1 will comply 
with ſo reaſonable a demand : and fince not one in a thou- 
ſand of thoſe who 
Point, which once bei 


our Doctrin in this fundamental 
cleared, bears away all diſputes, 


underſtands what that infallibility means, on which we 
ground the admirable certainty of each Point of our Belief, 
giveme leave Sir, to be fomwhat more prolix on this Subject 
than the narrow compaſs of a Letter would _— 


(13) 

What is, and whence proceeds this infallibility? Many do 
pe and object unto us, that we hold == aim 

allible in themſelves, a Title to which God alone can lay 
a Claim, who only as he is rrath, ſo he is alone infallible. 
They y_=_ luppoſe, that we place this iafallibility in 
the ſenſe and j _ of men, ſo that whatever by their 
own Light they reſolve and order, muſt infallibly betrue and 
juſt ; ſuch may frame new Articles of Faith, and a new 
Religion; or at leaſt Phanatick: like by Enthuſiaſms, and new 
marvelous Revelations, make new additions to our Faith, 
ſo that we may havedaily a different one; their Votaries like 
a blind Herd, being driven now to one Opinion, then toano- , 
ther, yet ſtil] ſuppoſing themſelves infallibly right ; all this 
isa monſtruous miſrepreſentation,without one word of truth; 
but men who themſelves follow a lawleſs fancy, and looſe 
liberty, muſt thus disfigure that admirable Guide which God 
hath left us, otherwiſe they would ſoon be without any fol- 
lowers : this account I ſhall deliver here of the infallible 
Guide , which Catholics follow, the Church of God, will I 
am ſure repreſent her in very different, becauſe in her true 


Colours. 

Gar Guide then is the Catholic Church, either diffuſive 
in its whole extent, or repreſentative in its Head, and Bi- 
ſhops, the Pope, and a General Council; for as inthe State 
herein England, we have a Common Law, and a Statute Law, 
the firſt not compiled by n—_ Lawgiver, but delivered b 
all the Judges and Sages of the Law, and in al 
Courts, _— uſe of the whole Kingdom ; the ſecond 
delivered particularly by the Kingdoms Great R - 
tive in its Head and Members, the King, and lawfully conve- 
ned Parliaments. So in the Church there is a | Faith, 
firſt received from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, Jn by 
all Biſhops in CN RI— and in mind and 
ations of each faithful Believer in the whole Catholic 
Church z; and when po——_ ariſes by the oppoſition of 
new Hereſies, then the Church Repreſentative the 
and a General Council, or Synod of the ableſt and 
Biſhops of the Catholic Church, deliver their Sentence in 
favour of the ancient Truth ever followed in the —_ 

w 


= _— 
ee ee e———__—_————_—_—_—_———_—O 
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-which Deciſions, or Canans, are like our Statute Law, only 
declaring, «nd applying to particular inſtances the Commob 
Law, or Belief of the Church. We hold that this general 
Faith received from the Apoltles, and __ in all the 
Members of the Catholic Church, —_—_ pon occaſion 
by the Church Repreſentative is infallibly = and this 
is all the infallibility the Catholic Church pretends unto, 
neither the whole Church, nor any perſon, or ons in it, 
are held to poſſeſs any intrinſick infallibility, which we own 
to be proper to God alone. Nay no manin this preſent ſtate 
or — ,as PRIEny _—_ EY 
ww in 2. ai, Yopeccable, or infallible, all are © es to Er» 
e Q ror, as wellas to ſin, *and whatever God doth in favour of 
wi Gu no more alter _ ——_— y than a 
rong man lifting up a weight with a takes a- 
way the natural E enknels of of the Child, which remains ſtill 
the ſame, though the weight not moveable to the Child, 
be in effet drawn or lifred up. Hence Xsfinas gbſerves, that 
we do not ſay in our Creed, I believe in the Holy Catholic 
Church, as we fay 7 believe in God the Father, I» Jeſus 


— meant, but we theſe humane means opt 
PI cud Almighty God, ;that they befallidle, and Lhe 
nina 4 ExTar i their 0 nature, yet by Gods « ment and 
vina humans Grace, they will prove infallible as to us, and certainly lead 
tothe 'knowledge of trath. We do not ſay that they can- 
not of themſelves deceive vs, but that God according to his 
promiſe direCting them by his infallible Spirit ; it cannot 
libly happen that they ſhould deceive ns : If then ſays. 
ai oor Creed ( as many underſtand it ) teaches us to believe 
6 the Catholic Church, this is the ſence of it. —_y- 
ſay, our Faith leans on the Holy Ghoſt, and rhe meaning 
Hoc et inci theſe words are, / believe in the pos Ghof, wh andere 
an qual des #69 Church, and Guides her, When God revealed to St. Pad 
$ prin = har bring gromn old be ſhould be Crociied: were cirhe 
Rt” of them 4nmareal, the one, till he came to- Rome, the other 
<cliam. till he became old? not the leaſt; they were as ſrail as before, 


as 


(15) 
fed to Diſeaſes within, as capable of being wounded 
| that mp dp penn nekobay eaney 
i e that by reaſon of the Revelation and pro- 


( which I ſhall y prove) that God hath promiſt 

to the Catholic Chorch, that his holy Spirit ſhould gaide her 

in all truth ; that ſhe ſhall follow that true Guide, and ever 

avoid — Error, though each Member of the Church 
i 


remain as as weak, as ſubjeft ro Error as before ; 
yet it evidently follows, that this Church will infallibly a- 
void all Errors, never lead any of her followers into it ; and. 
this is all we mean by the hes infallibility ? A ching 
when thus ri nnderſtood, as clear, as evident, as cer- 
tain, as that $ Revelation cannot prove falſe, as that 
the Holy Ghoſt and Chriſt himſelf ( who remains with the 
Teachers of this Church) be in themſelves infallible. We 
do not expect any new Revelations or Lights; we do not ad- 
mit any new Article of Faith, though, where a doobt ariſes 
the Church hath infallibly power to dectare what hath been 
revealed - to the ApoſHes, and Preached by them, 
which perc ſome part of the Church might bave had a 
leſsclear underſtanding thereof, and though when the ſenſe 
of Scripture appears doubrful to ſome,this C hurch canexplain 
infallibly what the true w— an m_—_— iver 
more explicitly what is imptyed in the W Scripture: 
for example, if ſome doubts whether in the yr hog 
Lords Supper there be a true Change of the of 
Bread, into that of —— — Lord. This Holy 
Church candeclare, that t lain words, This is my Body, 
dodeclare it, and to avoid miſtake, may give a new 
clearer Name.tothe old Myſtery forevealed by —_— 
a 


Fegn. 
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calling it Tranſubſtantiation ; 23 She 
calls the Myſtery of God, one in Nature, and three in Per- 
ſons, Holy Trimy, a Name not found in Scripture, which 


Preached by the Apoſtles, 


ſo diſpleaſed the «Arian: heretofore, and Calvin of late ; 
not by making any new Article of Faith, but more clear! 
delivering what was ever believed by the Apoſtles, and a 
Catholics from their time to this: © that ſtill we own 
Sante Scripture ſufficiemer Continent omnem ſcientiam Neceſſa- 
riam Viatori. That Holy Scripture contain, all that is neceſ- 
ſary dtp - nary Ge A {ad with Bellar- 
wm, Non e mſi . poſtolos, aut Propheras 
pare Sus aut evidenter ary x fir That nothing is 
of Faith, but what Chriſt revealed by the Prophets, or Apo- 
ſtles, or what is Evidently deduced from it. The Church 
being only our Guide to the underſtanding of the true and 
full ſenſe of Scripture. This Pope Celeftin owned to the 
General Council of Epheſus; eAgendum' nunc eft ut Labore 
Communi Credita & per Apoſtolorum ſucceſſione detenta ſervemus, 
That the whole work of the Churca repreſentative is only 
to Conſerve by a clear Expoſition of it, what the Church 
diffuſive retained in a continual Succeſſion, as firſt taught 
by the holy Apoſtles, and ſocontinually by their Succeſſors. 
This is all the Council of Trent pretended unto : For Coun- 
cils, ſays an Eminent Member of it, havethe aſſiſting preſence 
of the Holy Ghoſt, only to declare thoſe Articles infallibly 
t which Chriſt from the beginning revealed ; And Se- 
pu Ty When Errors and Abuſes ariſe toa growth, to gather 
infallibly from what hath been revealed, thoſe Truths, 
which all Chriſtians are bound to believe, and to follow in 
Faith and Manners. Ad Extirpando: errores, & abuſus infalli- 
biliter, etjam ex revelatis Celligere populo Chriſtiano credenda & 
uſurpanda in fide & moribuu, Then continues the ſame. They 
are gathered in the Name of Chriſt, when i; h—_— only 
ſuch things, as were revealed by Chriſt, and brovght down 
to us in Holy Scripture, or certain Apoſtolical Tradi- 
tions. The Apoſtles themſelves uſed no other Method, and 
St. Pax as lofallible as he was, owned, That he preſumed 
to teach only what he had from Chriſt, to which witneſs 
was born by Miracles. Nor Audio aliquid loqui corum que 


per 


a 
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Pey me non efficit Chriſtus in veritate - And this infal- 
lible Certainty we allow to the h only in ſuck thi 

as She declares neceſſary to warm ere ger br = in 

to our Salvation, not in impertinent or erent things ; 
__ fay ſtill with <p> Nobw _— _—— 

Chriſtum, inquiſitione Evangelinm. e not 
curiouſly into anything, bur what ny Fenn but 
what was taught when the Goſpel was firſt preached. Our 
Church then hath not power to make new Articles of Faith, 
nor ever pretended toit, but is a mere yet infallible Witneſs 
to the anciently revealed ones : In Her Name Tertallian de- pider. 
clares, Nob»: nibil licet ex noſtro arbitrio inducere, A_ 
Domini haberus Amhores, qui nec ipſi quidquam de ſuo arbitri 
elegerunt quod indacerent . tw his; cs - 

e can bring in nothi our choice, the Apoſtles are the Au- 
thors of T _— who themſelves taught nothing of them- 
ſelves, Chriſt promiſed tobe with them, and their Succeſ- Ave. 23. 
ſors tillthe end of the World, only inorder to the declaring 
of theſe things, which he himſelf revealed and taught 

ially in forty days betwixt his Reſurreftion and owns quecun- 

cenſion, when he taught them all that concerned the King- que mandavi 
dom of God on Earth, his Church.  - 
The infallibility of the Church being thus Expounded, regno dei. 
and ſuch is that which Catholics believe, and are guided by ; 
I cannot conceive how any Chriſtian can'objett any thing a- 
gainſt it, who believes that what God revealed muſt neceſſa- 
rily betrue, and that Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt be infalli- 
ble. 1 proceed then to prove that God hath revealed the 
Catholic Charch ſhould ever be guided by his holy Spirit, 
and ever follow that Guide, and never fall into any Error in 
Faith, and todo it moſt convincingly againſt all Seftaries, 1 
will prove it by the Texts of Holy Scripture, ſuch as their ve- 
ry Bible offers, and this not by two or three, which would 
ſuffice, but by a number, and that I may not ſeemto give my 
os ge ny ys geo —_— 
Fathers, given in all Ages, according to e 0 
the Catholic Church. 


By the Catholic Church I meaa not only the Church of all 
Ages, but the whole Church 1 any Ages, and —_ 


(18) 
the Catholic Church of this for it is the ſame Church, 


the do ful ef Ger phe 71 mee a6 ne 
es A fo 3; 
Exod. 14. to as the author of their Faith, and to prarhge gl 
Crediderant  Propounder and Witneſs of it; ſo each Catholic in an 
Moyli ferro Age believes God and the Church of his Age, that Chur 

thus. RT 25 Re 7 gs 0 


" Thatthis Church is an infallible Witneſs to all that Chriſt 
did teach, is evident from the Commands laid upon us by 
the Prophets, by Chriſt our Lord, by the Apoſtles, to receive 
with an entire 


dom that will bee The 
Gricis given by Ed ke pr Landry promiſes 


according to my F 
che jacemen? of the C | 
claresz the only reaſon, why St. Cyprian, though in an Error, 
Nondum plens- et was no Heretic, to be, becauſe his Error was not yet Con- 
ro Conclode- Germned ative, a General Council : 
de Bapt., That a mef | y to ſuch Deciſions, 
Certifſimam #- and that Noe to ſubmit to the Church is the higheſt impiety, or 
by  _ moſt raſb arrogancy. © 27 Gr the Authority of 
Noll primasts- ſuch Councils, Trach & ſerled and confirmed, and all doubts are 
retnct, vet removed, The Oracle of Chriſt our Lord in this caſe ſtands, 
precipitis aro- Afar, 8. If be ſubmit not to the Cluerch, let him be to thee as 4 
utih Heathen and a Publicen, This St. Cyprian was convinced of 


ww. De 
EI iron he declared, That no one can God for a Father , 
RY re od B90 P4Ys wer 10 the Church the ſubmiſſive Duties which a Mother 
ſaluberrime ſen- bath right-r0 challenge;, that as no one ont of the Ark eſcaped 
ticbatur etiam earch in the Deluge, fo #0 one can avoid periſhing, if be revolt 


forn 
Ecclefii pollit. Cypr. de Unit. 


("r9/) 
the Church \ that no one can live (toGod) and be out 
Obedience, becauſe that God bath but one Houſe, and no 
can be ſaved out of the Church, Next the praftice of the Apoſtles, 
for as we find A 15. there being a debate about the Obli- 
ion that Chriſtians lay under in reference to the Lew, 
inted Paul and Barnabas to go «p, and certain others of 
the ky to the Apofſles and Priefts unto Hieruſalem thu 
Queſtion——T here was made 4 great diſputation, and the lu- 
fion was, this Deciſion of the Church; Ir ſeemed good to the 
Holy.Ghoſt and wnto ws, &c. according to the Promiſe made 
by Chriſt, Job. 15. gue? When rb7 gy He 
teſtimony to me, and Tow we reſts ro me, Whi 
Sends aſſert the future ual union in the fame ſenſe, 
betwixt the Inviſible infallible Spirit, and the Viſible Church : 
Hence St. Cyril, Patriarch of Hieruſalem, owned the true 
Church to be called Catholic, not only by reaſon of her Con- 
tinuation ina!l Ages, and extent into all places, but alſo by 
reaſon that She reaches Catholicly, that is, Univer ſally, with- Ecclefa vocurur 
out any Error or Variance all that Chriſtian ought 10 know, ſub. *Atholics quia 
und- 


o 


God ordering it for our Example, and inſtrution ) and con- Sire in copnis. 
fer d with them the Goſpel which I preached leſt perhaps onem. ——Om. 
1 frond have run or had run in vain. Not that the Churches nenominum ge 
approbation added any thing to the truth which had been NiapwE ped. 
revealed to him, whence he ſays, To me thoſe that ſeemed to 09% 0)7-Hher, 
' be ſomething, added nothing. So now the Churches Authori- 

ty addeth nothing to the truth revealed in Scri bur 

offers infailibly that truth to be obey'd. Ia which ſenſe 

St. Aug»ſtin owned, that he would nor believe the Goſpe!, were , 

be not moved to it by the Authority of the Catholic Church; to geli —— 
wit, the preſent one then declaring againſt the Adanicheans ; Ccrem, nifi me 
for the as St. Cyprian had obſerved before bim, chat cies ines. 
us, the people wnited to their Prieſt , the Flock, adbering to thejy verer Author 
Gf. obundire volenzum mutkirudo , 
<P. 59 TI 3H 


Ep. 65. 
C2 Paſtor, 


- 


mn — _— 


OT EP <—_ 


Pſal. 132. 
1 Tin. 13. 15- 


Iſay&0.10.62.3. 


Idem. 59- 


Hier. 3. 
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Paſtor, never falls off from Chriſt, though ſiubborn and proud 
multitudes of men fall off from Her, How can God abandon 
the Church to Errors, and yet give her Teachers and Pa- 
ſtors the Power to exaCt a full ſubmiſſion of judgment, this 
St. Paul bears witneſs unto ( 2 Cor, 10.) The weapons Of owr 
warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God, caſting down all 
imaginations or reaſonings, and every thing that exalts it ſelf 
agamſt the knowledge, and bringing into Captivity all under ſt and- 
ing in obedience to Chriſt, and he declares to the Epheſians, 
( 4- 11. beforecited ) thattheſe Paſtors, whoſe teaching will 

ſerve us from wavering,and from being tolt to and fro,will 

ill be arril we all come unto the unity of Faith, until the B 

- pies built, which will not be complezt till the Worlds 


Yet onr Merciful God to bear away all cavilling excuſes 
of thoſe who ſhould preterd the Church to have been left 
and abandoned by her Teacher, the infallible Spirit of 
God, hath moſt clearly ingaged his unerring Word for the 
coutrary. This « my reſt, ( lays he by David) for ever and 
ever here will I dwell, becauſe I have choſen it. And St. Paul af- 
ſures us, that this Houſe of God is the Church of the living 
God, to omit the greater number of thefe Promiſes by 1fay, 
he offers theſe : Thow ſhalt be no more forſaken ( as the Syna- 

ogue } but thou ſhalt be called my delight in her : thy Walls, 
ieraſllem, I bave appointed Watchmen all the day and all the 
might, (in the calm of Peace and inthe ſtorms of Perſecurti- 
on ) for ever they ſhall not bold their peace. —There ſhall come 
4 Redeemer to Sion, and to them that ſhall return from miquity in 
Jacob, ſays our Lord, as for me, this is my Covenant with Any 
my Spirit that is in thee, and my words that T have put in thy 
mouth, ſhall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth 
thy Seed, nor out of the mouth of thy Seeds Seed, from the preſent 
and for ever, by Hi he promiſes, / wilt give them one 
beart and one way, r wes And me for ever, I will make 
an everlaſting Covenant with them, that I will not turn 
them, but will put my fear in their hearts, that they ſhall not de. 
part from me. By Exzzchiel hethns expreſſes himſelf, There 
Jhall be one Shepherd over them, all they ſhall walk. in my Judge. 
wents, ——1 will ſet my Santtuary in the midſt of them for ever. 
| By 


( 21.) 
By Aalachy thus, 1 will make ber who was caſt off ( the Church 

athered —_—_ the Gentils ) a ſirong Nation, and the Lord 
hal reign over them, from herce forth and for ever. And by 
the P Ofee, he aſſures that Church, That be hath Eſpou/+ 
ed Fauth for ever. Was it poſſible that God ſhould re- 
veal more expreſly, more fully, that his Church hould ne- 
ver fail to follow the direQtions of her Guide the Holy | 
Ghoſt? what wonder that all holy Fathers ſhould continu- . 
ally deliver vs a truth, of which they had received fo fre- 
quent and plain Revelations? St. Cyprian following the Pro- 
=u_ Oſee, aſſures us, that this Spouſe of Chriſt can never 

Il into Adultery, muſt remain Chaſe and 
unſtained , ever dwell in One Houſe, and a; Adukeerar non pateſt ſponſa Chi. 
that conſequently who ever forſakgs ber, and gon noni, Os 25 
adheres to an Adultereſs ( any Heretical or — Ks ; » Aduhers jung) 
Sciſmatical Congregation ) looſes all right , _ —_ 
ro the Promiſes nv the t So oy ent 24 
tain was St. Gregory Nazianzen that this Si nunc wel ante ſuſcepti fant qui 
Church could never admit any Heretics in- {24/4747 placira ſectancur, hoe ©- 


to her Communion, That as zealous an op- fpicuum enim Erir ens ut reve Do- 
NAY! ientes iſle , 
poſer as he was to the Apollinariſts, he crinz alencie: oy gn == 


owned he would acquieſce tothem if they hoc conſequuti ſane. 
could prove they had ever been received 
into the Catholic Churches Communion, which would be 
an undoubted proof that they were fallen into no Here- 
fie. And in that caſe it could not be ctherwiſe but that they did 
aſſent 10 truth, bs — owned _ Role ſo infallible, 
that he conceiv uo of Arguments ought | 
ro beuſed againſt Heretics but this, which 4- I. .- OD, —_ 
lone, is ſufficient ;, that their Opinion was not per (eſufficit, ea Eccleliz Orthodoxe 
the Doltrin of the Orthodox Church, that our 2g Ea EE Eo Coralen 
Anceſtors were of another perſwaſion. Bur 
what debate can there be of thistrath amongſt Chriſtſars af- 
ter ſo plain adeciſion of Chriſts own Divine Mouth ( arr, 
16. 18. ) The Gates of Hell fha!l not prevail acainſt hey; having 
firſt aſſured Peter that he was a Rock ( unmoveable ) and 
that on that Rock he would build his Church. On Peter 
then and his Succeſlors, not on their Shoulders indeed ( as a 
Proteſtent Divine very briskly proved ) but on their perſo- 
L. 


— —_— —  _— — _ 


4 Nemo fhdem ſram intra menſuram 
| legis inclufart, ſed ad 


ferar, in qui 


. | . 
| [} tia relucer, « uam Princeps ille Sacer- Spgyj 
Ft ſaperne divinitatis il- 
'b. 7+ 6 11. in Lac. 


dotum fu 
| luminat. 


Lib. 6. contra 
Cel. 


in mancns. Cyril. in 
Dial. id Prim. L. 4 
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nal unmoveable Faith this Church isever to be built ; whence 


oly Fathers haveeverderived the Infallibilicy of Doftrin 
vromiled tothe Church: Let the great Patriarch of Alexan- 
dria $.Cyril be an Inſtance of it : ir- 
name of Rock (ſays he) « the unmoveable and 
moſt firm Faith of this Diſciple, on which the 
Church of Chriſt ſhould be ſo founded and ſet- 
led, that it ſhould impregnable to the 
Gates of Hell, laſting for ever. And that all 
= know, that 'tis the virtue of the 
Holy Ghoſt, by whoſe lofallibility in Guiding, the Church re- 
mains Infallible in being Guided, our Saviour informs his Apo- 
{les of it, and us by them, Joh. 14. 16. He (my Father) wil 
give you another Paraclite, that may abide with you for ever, (and 
equently with their Succeſſors, as a Land given to one for 
ever, by force thereof belongs to his Heirs) the Spirit of Truth, 
whom the World knows not. St; — who obſerved no ſuch 
Promiſe made to particular Men reading Scripture, had hence 
reaſon toconclude, Let no x Man make the 
wn menuran Law the meaſure of his Faith, but report it to 
is Spiritus gra- fÞe Church in which the Grace of the ſeven-fold 
ſhines, whom that Prince of the Prieſts 
b enlighten with Rays of the Divinity from 
above. Hence Origen concuded , That the 
Son of God, as the Scriptures teach us, is the Soul of the Body of 
Chriſt, which is the Church of Chriſt. That the Word of God by 4 
wonderful Virtue moves together all the Members of his Church : 
And can it enter into a Chriſtians thought, that a =_y gui- 
ded by the Holy Ghoſt, moved by Chriſt, ſhall ever go aſtray ? 
But Tertallian repreſents with a moſt ſenſible Energy 
weakneſs of thoſe who can harbor the leaſt ſaſpicion of ir. 
The Holy Ghoſt (ſays he) to this intent was ſent by Chriſt, to this 
end was askgd of the Father, that be be the Teacher of Truth ;, 
Did this Steward of God neglet bus Office ? Did this Vicar of 
Chriſt permit the Church to belzeve, to teach orberwiſe than Chri 
himſelf Preached by his Apoſtles ? St. Paul did not believe it 
ible, when he called the Church not only the Houſe of God, 
but alſo che Pillar of Truth. 1 omit here thoſe plain Texts 


h 
q> — -7 
i dem 


of Scripture to be found io frequently in it, by which Chriſt 


(23) 


declares this Churches Perpetuity, only minding you, Sir, of 
that Saying of one of the moſt famous and Learned Primates 
of this Kingdom, *T's the ſame in the Church to Err and to Pe- ldem eſt errers 
riſh. Wherefore ſince the latter cannot happen, if God in & Pere, ee 
reveating cannot Err, we may conclude with ham, that to ſay fcrilegam va- 
it can Err, i 4 Sacrilegiow Vanity which the eAuthority of the $rend) 0 
Prophets, of the Goſpels, of the Fathers utterly reproves. That what ricas, & Prophe- 
Promiſes were made to the Apoltles for the Supportand Con- arm anane 
tinuance of the Church, are made good to their Succeſſors, the yiolanda aucho- 
lawful Paſtors, Reaſon it ſelf evidently makes out, God not rites. Zauſran. 
withdrawing the Means whilſt he deſigns the End. And 0998 
St. Auguſtin expreſſes it fully in theſe words, ber ag, ar 
thoſe of the Royal Prophet, For thy Fathers, Children are bor 
to thee : The _—_ did beget thee, they were 
ſent, they Preached, they were thy Fathers, but —Genwerunt te Apoſtoli, ipfi mil 
could they remain for ever with ws ? Was then re rink __; os 
the Church deſerted by their departure f God porumgns. eorum difceiſu de- 
forbid ! For thy Father:,Children were born to {3 <t Eccieta? Ablir, pro Apolto- 
thee, Biſhops were Conſtiruted.—- Think, not thy - Epiſcopi, &c. Aug. in Pſal. 44 
ſelf abandon'd , becauſe thou ſeeſt not Peter, 
thou ſeeſt not Paul : Out of thy Iſſue Fathers are given thee, Hence : 
in his Diſpute he wonder'd at the ſenſleſs Polition of Gaudentine Lib. 2. c.8. con- 
the Donarsfh, teaching that the Church had Periſhed, and yet * G44. 
owning their Congregation to be the true Church ; ſince Do» 
nat could not be a Father in the true Church, had he not been 
a Son thereof, had ſhe Periſhed before he laid the Foundation 
of his Schiſmatical Body ? Againſt the ſame Heretics and 
the Schiſmatics of theſe Days he is as plainon the Pal. 193. 
What mean ſome (ſays he in the Name of the 
Church) who ab ing me, murmur againſs Quid eſt quod neſcio, qui __" 
me ? How do thoſe loft Men pretend that I Pe- 4 gon yon ——— 
riſh ? for they ſay I was and am nat. Tul- me dunt? certe enim hoe dicune quia &'i 
(.O Lord) ſhort we my days, bow loxg & non fim. Annuntia mihi paucit2- 
I ſhall laſt on Earth : And be announced it to me, in hoc feoulo, & annuntzavie, & dixit, 
and ſaid, Bchold, I am with you to the eud of —C Bb... ptre.gt 
eAges, What can be ſaid more plain? This Communic. Aug. & 2. c. 2. cont. Gaud, 
Charch then, or this Communion with law- : 
ful Biſhops, this Univerſal Communion, as St, Auguſtin calls 
it, will eyer be guided by the Holy Gboſt infalibly in the 

; k nowledge 
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knowledge of ;Truth. They believe right who are 1jn 

this Communion, they are in Error who are out of it : This 

is the moſt palpable and moſt ſecure way of diſcerning the 

Truth. Wherefore St. Auguſtin tells us, that diſputing againſt 

Fortanatw an Heretical Biſhop, he preſſed him (bur in vain) 

tO anſwer one Queſtion, pretenazng that the Anſwer to it would, 

4s it was manifeſt to all, clear their Controverſie, Whether he 

could*give Letters of Communion (which ſhould be accept- 

ed of by Biſhops in all Parts of the World) whither ever be 

ſhould aſſign bim. We ask Proteſtant Biſhops here the ſame 

ion; and becauſe there is not One Biſhop in the whole 

World, out of his Majeſty's Dominions, that will own their 

Dottrin, and acknowledge himſelf of the ſame Church with 

Querebam u- them, we conclude with St. Hoe in, that there is no need of 

trura Epiſtolas a farther Debate, it being evident they belong not unto, and 

Gees or. ATE NO Part of the Catholic Church: and they may ſhare be- 

matas d twixt us and themſelves this Sentence of St. Augaſtin's Scholar 

poſer, quo vel- 6, Proſper : A Chriſtian in Communion with this Vniver ſal Church, 

p . , - . . . . 

affirmabam, # 4 Catholic, if ſeparated from it, an Heretic, ; which is the ve- 

quod manife- ry Sentenceof St. Fohn in the very Text which Dr. Sherlock's 

nibus, hoc modo Footman cited againſt me. 1 have beea ſomewhat profuſe 

&cillme illam on this Subject, becauſe it is of the greateſt importance, and 
rerminari poſſe X 

quzſtionem. T0 ſhew what filly Queſtions are —_— unto us as unan- 

Fug. Ep. 163: ſwerable, to which each Leaf of Scripture, each holy Fa- 


—w com- ther yield a ready Anſwer againſt them, and for us. 


municans Chri- 
ftianus Catholicus eſt, ab hic ſegregatus Hareticus. S. Proſp. in dim. temp. c. x. 


Preſer. Fil. 17. No underſtanding Proteſtant can be diſputed into this kind 
Popery, which owns an Infallible Church ns becauſe no r 
guments or Diſputations can give me an infallible certaimy of the 
Infallbiluy of the Church, 

Anſwer. 1 obſerved, that this way of Reaſoning was a Plea for the 
Jews againſt Chriſt our Lord ; this Polition proving, that 
Chriſt our Lord, who own'd himſelf Infallible, did impru- 
dently to Preach or work Miracles, by which he exaQted a 
certain firm Faith grounded upon his Infallibility in Teach- 
ing : for ſince his Preaching and Miracles did not give an Evi- 
dent infallible certainty of has Infallibility, (and ſuch an evi- 
dent one Dr. Sherlock muſt mean, for the certainty we have of 

a real 
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a resl Infallibility cannot be in reality Fallible) no prudent 
Few or Gemile could be diſputed by Chrsft into Faith. Arg- 
ments ſo offenſive to pious Ears, ought to meet with no ©- 
ther Anſwer than Prayers for him who offers them. 
Firſt, he tells me the Arguments which I call offenſive to pifaxce BY. 3. 
| ious Ears are mentioned 2 Tim. 4. 3. Next, he asks rae; 
—_—_ Reaſons and Arguments for my Churches Infal- 
libility, thoſe which Chriſt offered with the addition of 
Miracles, hold a Compariſon ? Thirdly, he tells me, that 
Chriſt, tho' | nfallible, tho' he wrought Miracles to confirm his 
Dodtrin, did not command them to be content with an Implicit 
Faith, but the contrary : Search the __ Joh. 5. 39. and 
Mark 12. 24. tells them they E not knowing the Scripture. 
Then he concludes, that Dr. Sherlock, did not ſay that the Fems 
could not be diſputed into Faith, unleſs that Faith were infallible : 
No, he leaves that to be talked of by us, who are the great 
Pretenders to it. 
An Error ever draws on a greater to its defence, and Hereſie Anſwer. 
ſeldom Mpports her ſelf without Blaſphemy;, we have both 
here in fore. As for his firſt Obſervation, 1 underſtand nor 
the meani __ the Text —_ at - gy gn. There ſhall be 
m_ je —_ bear /« according to their 
ies t ap to om Maſters, baving 1tcbing 
—_ 1  Vlomel _ the Hearers, but the Teacher ; and in this 
po—_ Caſe | am very well ſatisfied, that the witty and 
rned Gentlemen of the Temple, are a far from hearing 
this Dottrin of Dr. Sherlock with itc —_— ay pity 
his Ignorance, and blame his forw luſh at fo 
weak and ill- —_— and = — | wil- 


lingly ſubmit what 1 write in this Engagement, to their Cen- 
ſure. atone he asks me, his ignorance of our 
Belief prompts it to him : For we believe our Church Infal- 


dl by the [fully of Chr who remains with her, and 
ng br Bn uides her into all Truths : And for 
this we bring $, to wit, Prophecies, Chrift's 
Preaching i, an ol i irc Gonfrt rming it, beſides — 
tinnal viible Event of Chrif's Pr 
Church. Th ey. ee. 
But his two Proofs are in another Strain; by the Firſt he 
D intimates, 


— _ < o_ 


Preſervat ive. 


Anſwer. Fel. x. 
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intimates, That Chrift could not have challeng'd an Implicis 
Faith reaſonably w__" _ : * A 10-the 
ſhame of Chriſtianity, thi Age and pret or mation 
bath COR ſupported : Contrary to Chrift's own 
Sacred words, who often urged the Few: to believe his words 
on the account of his miraculous Works, by which if he had 
not proved the truth of his words, he owned that = had not 
bad ſin. The Matter is finely merded, and Chriſtianity is 
brought by theſe Men to a fair paſs, when Chriff's words are 
not to be believed by an Implicit Faith, The Church of God, 
tho' Infallible, ſends as much to the Scriptures as Chriſt did, 
fnce that ſhe offers each Point of the Faith ſhe teaches, as de- 
livered immediately or mediately in the Holy Scriptures. 
The Prophecies of himſelf which Chrift cited, were indeed to 
be ſought and found in the Scriptures z but 'tisa pleaſant Fancy 
to apply thoſe words, Search the Scriptures, to all that Chrijt 
did teach; as if the Goſpels, and whatever Chri/t did Preach, 
contained no mew Revelations, nothing but what could be found 
in the avcient Teſtament, A great ſtock of Paticnce is neceſ- 
fary to anſwer calmly ſuch Impertinencies as are brought to 
ſupport the Errors with which theſe late Hereſies are patch'd 
vp. But the laſt Defence brought for Dr. Sherlock, is ſurpri- 
ſing,and I could well quarrel with you,Sir, (as a Chriſtian) for 
Licenſing it, What, do you own that we only are to look on the 
Faith even as Preached by Chriſt, as veceſſarily Infallible ? Is it 
no part of your Belief that you areany way concerned in, that 
that certain Faith which Chriſt exalted from the Jews, Sr. Paul 
from each Chriſtian, mult of neceſlity be Infallible ? 

'T'is impoſſible by Reaſon to prove, that Men muſt not makg uſe 
of their own Reaſon and 7 in Matters of Religion. 

That Men muſt uſe Reaſan tocome tothis Knowledge, that 
God bath revealed what they believe, is very certain. As the 
Jews, Exod. 14. Credideruwt Domino & Moyſs ſervo ejra, Did 
believe God and Moſes bis Servant ; As all Nations believed 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles 3 So each Chriſtian now believes Chriſt 
and bu Church ;, the firſt as Author, the ſecond as Witneſles 
(Commiſſion'd from God) of rheir Faith, being moved by the 
Proofs they offered of their Commiſſion. $0 far Judgment : 
Thus the Apoſtles believed Chriſt teaching bimſelf to be the 

Son 
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Son of God, their Judgment having firſt been convinced that 
God ſpoke by him z which Method appears more particularly 
in the Man born blind whom Chrift our Lord cured, and who Nii Dominus 
was thereby convinced that God was with bi, taught by him ; ** <= Uo. 
and in conſequence to that Conviction, having bately heard 
from Chriſt, that he was the Son of God, he feſ ate and 
adored him, not exaCting any farther proof beyond his Word. 
After a full conviftion that God ſpeaks by thoſe who Preach to 
us, there is no farther uſe of Reaſon, if we believe St. Paul, 
but in order to the bringing imo captrovy all Under ſtanding in obe- 
dience to Faith. 2 Cor. 1 >, 

Defence f. 7, 8. If my Senſe and Reaſon will ſerve meto find 
out an Infallible Church, it is a little ſevere to renoxrce it when 
1 come there.— The Apoſtles were as Infallible as the Church 
can pretend to be now, yet 1 Epiſt. John 4. 1. Believe noe 
every Spirit, but try the Spirits, if they be of God. 1 Cor. 10.15. 
I ſpeak. to wiſe Men, judge you nhat os And Atts 17. 11. we 
have this particular Commendation of the Bereans, that they 
were more noble than thoſe of Theſlalonica, in that they received 
the Word with all readineſs of mind, and ſearched the Scriptures 
daily to ſee whether what they beard,were conformable thereto or no. 

Anſwer. Do Irenounce my Reaſon, when I embrace what 
my Reaſon hath convinced me to be infallibly rrae ? Sure, Sir, 
you have too much Senſe, not to own this to be a ſenſleſs Po- 
ſirion. But let us apply it to another Caſe. When a Prote- 
ſtant is convinced that, if you pleaſe, infallibly, that che 
Word of God in the Bible delivers a Truth, and his Reaſon hath 
convinced him of it, is he not to abandon whatever Reaſon 
can objeCt agaivſt the Myſtery ? If you ſay he is not, then a 
Man may dowbr of the truth of Gods Word. A very Chriſtian 
Proteſtant Principle ! If you ſay heis, then 'tis not ſevere, but 
moſt reaſonable, to renounce Rezſon when it oppoſes it felt 
to a Truth infallibly Preached, and received from an Aurho- 
ri aq —_ As for the three Texts, | have 
bet: ſhewed the Firſt is wreſted from its plainnatural 
Senſe to the The Third is againſt him ; for the Be- 
reans received (Firſt) the Word with all readineſs of mind, and 
(then) ſearched the Seriprares, to ſee in them thoſe Texts which 
the Apoſtles uſed to convince = ſtobborn, and ſo do Ca- 

2 tholics, 
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tholics. The Second is neither _ — m_- 
rpoſe : For St. Paul having brought a on why 

44s abſtain from ſuch Meat and Drink as was offered to 

Idols, to wit, that ſince they did partake of the true Sacrifice 

of Chriſt's Body and Blood, they could no more uſe what was 
Sacrificed to Idols, than ſerve at two oppoſite Altars, and a- 

dore the true God and the falſe ones, he asks them, Whether 

thu Reaſon i not convincing ? Now | would know whether a Su- 

preme Judge (much more an infallible one) doth diſclaim his 

own Power, becauſe he offers evident Reaſons for the Sen- 

tence he gives, and ſhews the Parties obſtinacy, that ſhould 

refuſe to ſubmit rothem ? As for thoſe words, As ro wiſe Men 

I ſpeak, the honeſt Footman little underſtands the meaning 

of them ; it being the uage of the Primitive Church, 

when any thing was touched concerning the great Sacrament 

of our Bleſſed Lord's Body and BI not to publiſh that 

high Myſtery, but to refer to the private Inſtruction about 

it, which was given after Baptiſm, and never truſted to the 
Catechumcns : an evident Proof, that in this Sacrament 

there was a high > Arr the Faith in Chriſt our 

Redeemer, as Saviour of the World, and Food of our Souls by 

his Paſſion, without which no one was admitted to Baptiſm. 

Norunt fideles, Thus St. Auguſtin ever expreſled himſelf in this Subject : The 
tart file Us Faithful know what I mean, thoſe underſtand me that have been 
P[.39.& 33- Chrijtned. Thus Origen and St. Cbryſoſtom before him, and 
<< iz, St. Pauthimſelt: 1 ſpeak to you more boldly of this Myſtery, 
{. 50. Hom, asto the wiſer and more fully tanght. Pray, Sir, leave off 
548  Levit. Licenſing ſuch wretched Trifles, and ſuch wonderful wrelted 
{"Hem. 23, Texts, or never expect there ſhould be any Anſwer returned 

= y Feta to them z tho' how far this Motive will prevail with you, 1 

" have ſome ſmall reaſon todoubtr. 

Preſerv. f. 21. We have «« much aſſurance of every Article 
our Faith, a you have of the Infallibility of your Church ; Fi 
becauſe we are in general aſſured, that the Scriptures are the Word 
of God. 

Anſwer f. 5. This is the great Point indeed, which if a Pro- 
teſt ant loſes, he loſesall : For, 'tis certain and evident, that 
the Catholic hath the ſame aſſurance for each Article of 
bis Faith propoſed by the Church , mmcatar . * = —- 
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Churches infallibility, ( as I have the ſame certainty of all 
that my Friend ſays to me, which have that he ſpeaks no- 
thing but certain truth.) He proves it firſt, he « 1 
general aſſured that the Seriperures are the Word of God, Hither- 
to there bolds ſome parity though but lame ; but ſuppoſe it 
were entire, the Conclufon would be this, Catholics are 4s 
certain of the ſenſe of Seripeure as Proteſtants are thas they have 
the Letter; whence it tollows demenſtratively, that when 
Proteſt ants differ in the ſenſe from Catholics, they have leſs af- 
ſurance for it than Catholics, who have always the fame allu- 
rance for the ſenſe as Proteſtants have for the Lerrer. 

ence, f. 6. and 7. Youare Judges in your own Caſe ( a- 
bout infallibility ) —— We have the concurrent teſtimony 
of all Churches, that we have thoſe Canonical Books. ----But 
let us ſuppoſe a while, that your Church were infallible, 
what greater certainty ( for that « the point you know which 
the Dottor was upon) have you of it, than we have of any 
particular Point of Faith? as for the certainty of Reaſon 
and Argument, That we have, and would fain ſce you ſhew 
more. What we belieye is according to Scripture, and doth 
not Contradict cither Senſe or Reaſon, nor any other Princi- 
ple of Knowledge. 

Anſwer. Never was a ſtarved Cauſe fo pitifully defend- 
ed: No wonder a Foorman only doth not bluſh to appear in 
its Defence;. the Learned and judicious Gentlemen of the 
Temple had each of them too much Honor, Conſcience, and 
Wit, and therefore none of them would Patronize ſo wretch- 
ed a Cauſe, and ſupport ſuch weak Contradiftions as the 
Excellent Maſter of the Temple, ( fo the Preface-maker calls 
him J had blundered out. Pray Sir review this laſt Diſcourſe, 
bluſh that your Licenſe Authoriſes it, and hereafter have 
ſome care of your Reputation, and ſet not your Name toſuch 
Stuff. This is the Caſe; os one ſide, there is ſuppoſed an 
Infallible Interpreter of the Chriſtians great Law-Book ; ( for 
thus 7 _—_ ſtates the Caſe - 000 _ an ſome 
men, { far the greater part unlear who allow 
not any ſenſe tothis Book, which ſeems to them to Contradit# 
either ( their ) Senſe or Reaſon, I 
Knowledge. And 1 am asked w l _ w_ 

ently 
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dently in receiving the ſenſe of the Law from that Interpre- 
ter ( which ;— ſuppoſed infallible ) or in proceeding 


by the ſecond Sir, if you are ſo weak or wilful, as not 
to declare that I have a greater certainty in ſubmitting to 
that infallible Interpreter, your Counſel is not worth the 
asking, and I appeal tothat of the judicious Gentlemen of the 
Temple, But I muſt not omit the umruth couched in thoſe 
words, We bave the Con t Teftimony of all Ciurches, that 
we bave thoſe Canonical / For\ ne part of the Carbclic 
Church, no part of the Greek, Sciſayays 
Canon of Scripture-Books which 


Church of Chriſt, and of Her —_- Truth, and 
lares) infalli- 


miſesof Chrilt, es the Converſion of Nations to Chriſti- 
anity, &c. Theſe things Proteſtants do not ſo much as pre- 

unto, as Proofs of their particular Senſe in Interpreting 
Scripture. 

Defunce, fol. 10. This is apretty Conceit, the infallibility 
of the Church, that is to ſay, the Being of the Church ; can't a 
Church be without being infallible. We have heard 
much of Miracles, but could never fſce any. 

Anſwer. Do you allow ſuch Anſwers Sir, that have ſo 
little of Senſe and leſs of Piety? Cana Church remain the 
Churchof Chriſt, and yet teach her ſelf to be infallibly gui- 
ded by the Spiritof Chriſt, whilſt ſhe is abandon'd to the 
Spirit of Error, and that ſo far as Idolatry, and the Evacua- 
ting} of the Paſſion of Chriſt? Are we come to own that 


Herod 


| 


—— 


—— 


(31) 


Herod might well be excuſed from believing in-Chriſt, be. 
cauſe he bad beard much of bis Miracles, but could never ſee 
any? Well Sir, when you Licenſe ſuch an other Diſcourſe, 
add to your Titles that of « Chriſtian, that we may think you 
are one. 

Preſervative, fol. 23. If you muſt not uſe your Reaſon and 
private judgment, then you muſt not by any Reaſons be perſuaded 19. 
condemn the uſe of Reaſon. 

Anſw. f. 5. 1 never heard ſo much, and little of Rea- 
ſon. Sl he ſays, might with equal weight be ſaid by a 
fick Man, who diſſuaded from chooling his own Remedies, 
and deſired to ſend for a skilful Dottor, ſhould anſwer, 'Tw 


ible by Reaſon to per ſuade me not to uſe my Reaſon, in 
—_— my ſelf by Reaſon as my own Reaſon 4g wich 
woald be to Condemn Keaſon, and yet be guided by your Reaſon, 
or the Doltor's Reaſon. Such a Diſcourſe would prove the 
Sick party at leaſt ſomewhat light-headed : What 'tisa Sym- 
ptom of in Dr. Sherlock 1 will not be poſitive. 

Defence, f. 11. Is this Sick Man perſuaded to renounce his 
Reaſon, or rather is it not that he ſhould ſubmit his judg- 
ment ( not renounce his Reaſon) in that caſe to that Per- 
ſon whom he hath all the reaſon in the world to believe hath 
better knowledge, atd underſtanding of thoſe things which 


are to be uſed for his recovery than himſelf? And all this 


while methinks he is governed by Reaſon, though he doth 
not think fit to truſt bis own $kill. —— But this bears no 
compariſon, Religion is, or ought to be the Concern of all, 
wer, The Foorman prevaricates here, or is aſhamed 

of his Maſter's groſs Sophiſtry, and will rot ſtand by it. *Tis 
Dr. Sherlock, who pretends that a Catholic by following an 
infallible Guide rencances bus Reaſon ;, 1 contend that all the 
while be « governed by Reaſon, and chiefly, becauſe that in a 
matter of that Concern, he thinks nor fir rorruſt bis own chill : 
which God hath as often declared to be too weak in any pri- 
vate perſon, as he hath declared he would give to all, fuch 
Paſtors and Teachers as ſheuld guide them, and Commanded 
each to repair to them, to be guided by them. But Religiog 
is or owght ro be the Concern of «lt, a wiſe Obſervation !. So is, 
ar cog to becach ones health, and rhe preſervation - | ny 
ife: 
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life : as therefore each one ought to adviſe with a good Do- 
Aor concerning, his Health, 2 good Lawyer for the preſerva- 
tion of his Fortune ; ſo, and much mare with a good Guide, 
and ( ſince it can be had ) an infallible one, for the ſecuring 
of his Souls eternal happineſs: the PraQtice of Religion is 
the duty of all; but the teaching ir, of thoſe Doltors whom 
God hath appointed tothat end, as St. Pawi teaches us Eph. 4. 
is not this Sir, a moſt evident truth ? 

Preſervative, f. 25. Thou ſbalt Worſhip the Lord thy Gad, and 
him only ſhalt thou ſerve ;, is ſuch a plain and expreſs Scri- 
pture, that no reaſon can juſtihe the Worſhip of another 
Being, 

_ F- 6. Arare Conſt ! to Infer a Negative for 
an Affirmative Antecedent, that bears no oppoſition with it. 
Tis like this, 4 Swbjef# maſt love bu King, ang pay Allegiance 
to him alone; t ore no Reaſon can juſtife the love of a 
Man for his Wife, or of a Child for his Father. St. Avgx- 
ffin drew from that very Text the contrary Concluſion, 
takes off all blame from Abrabam, who is ſaid in Geneſs to 
have Adored or Worſhipped the People of the Land, becauſe 'ris 
obſervable ( ſays the Holy Doftor ) That in the Commandment 
Yu not ſaid thou ſhalt Worſhip God alone, as it is ſaid, and him 
alone thou ſhalt ſerve ; which in Greek, is aarpivors, for ſuch a 
ſervice( of Latria) « given to God alone, 

Defenee, f. 12. What a delicate piece of try # here t 
The Commandment is to ſerve God only, which ſervice we muſt 
of neceſſity underſtand to be rhat which is Divine, but Wor- 
ſhip is ſo. ----Therefore the Text is plain againſt the Wor- 
ſhip of any other but God. 

Anſw. All that is plain in this Anſwer is, that men neceſ- 
ſarily want a Guide in the interpreting of Scr1 » and that 
an infallible one alſo, for ſuch is the pride of ſome men, that 
even an ignorant Foot-man ( as you ſee) thinks be under- 
ſtands the Bible better thanthe Holieſt and moſt Learned of 
Dodtors S. Avguſtin, and what reaſon teaches of the Service of 
God better than the moſt enli Patriarchs. Abraham 
Worſhips men : S, Auguſtin res that the Commandment 
hath nothing againſt it, there being an inferior Worſhip; 
which is far below Divine Service : but the«Provefant = 

or 
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Qor. teaches his Footman to aver, that «8 Worſhip ( fo he 
ſhould have faid to have £ ſenſe ) « Divine, that the 
Text is plain againſt the Worſhip of any other but God. 
How likely is it they ſhall : Ar own judgment and rea- 
ſon onderſtand the Bible, who cannot conſtrue right, the 
Commandments, no, not the firſt of them! and if Dr. Sher- 
— gotemap Frey right = _ a——_ 
ment, St. = did not, Do you not Sir, toLi 

the boldneſs of ſach ignorant Pride? 

Preſervative, f. 26. Thou ſhalt not makg to thy ſelf any gra- 
ven Image. ----Is ſo expreſs a Law againſt Image-Workhip, 
that no reaſon muſt be admitted for it. 

eAnſw, f. 6. What if you be told that the Jews may per- 
haps have had a Command of making no graven Image,&c. yet 
this being a poſitive Law, and not renewed in the Goſ} 
doth not oblige us: will this Reaſon be admitred of? No, 
no reaſon; and yet you have noother reaſon for paſſing by as 
Expreſs a Law of Sanftifying Sarwrday. What if it be re- 
joyn'd that only the making rocbemſelves ( by private Autho- 
rity, making to be which is not, a Statue for Examp 
which of its nature is the repreſentation of a Man, ora Calt, 
to be to thema true God )an /dol ro adore it, which divine 
wo_—_ thus miſapplyed is forbidden. Cannot this Reaſon 
be heard ? No, then Belezcel by Gods direCtion and Command 
making ſeveral likeneſles of things on Earth below, and in 
Heaven above; Salomox placing fuch in the Temple, ſinned 
againſt the firſt Commandment ( for the making of ſuch is as 
diſtinftly forbidden as the mg ; Soif a 
T hou ſhalt not carry Arms, thou noe ftrikg : the carry- 


chants that hang out a Sign-poſt. The truth is, what ſenſe 
they put on any Text, is the expreſs Law againſt which =o 
reaſon muſt be beard, ſo they chal to themſelves that 1n- 
—_ which they ſo ſturdily deny to the Church of 


ence, f. 13, 14. *Tis held on all hands, that the keep- 

ing of the Seventh day was Figarative, and ſo aboliſhed at the 

deathof Chriſt ; but as far as it was Moral, namely, that - 
E Sevem 
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Chriſt 
as he 


Diſciplesz and Scripture maintains the Celebration of it by 
the conſtant pradtice of the Apoſtles, eA#- 20, 7. 1 Cor, 16. 


21, 
Anſw. We have four vntruths in very few lines. The 
ff, that "tis agreed on all hands, that the keeping of the 
Seventh day was Figarative ;, all that underſtand Scripture 
right, ſay the contrary, to wit that it was not a meer Shadow 
a thing to come ( as Figarative ſpeaks) but a Memory of 
the paſt and never to be forgotten benefit of the Creation, 
from the work whereof God reſted on that day, and(fays 
Moſes ) bleſſed the ſevemb day. "Tis a ſecond Untruth then, 
that the Maral part of it was anly the keeping « ſeventh day, 
aud that Chriſt our Lord altered ir. "Tis an vntruth that 
Chriſt our Lord appeared on that day to his Apoſtles, 
Perdies quadra- ——_ Lads ones he .— y day to them: 
ww aw meeting at Troas with many in the partici 
bo tb tion of the Sacraments, and diſputing till Midnight, it being 
Salurario mes the Eve of his departure, or ER Epiile with bus 
Tens own Hands; (tor theſe are the two Texts produced )is a Proot 
that the Scripture maintains the conſtant praftice of the A- 
| poſtles, of keeping Sunday Holy ; 1 leave it to you Sir, to 
{ make out the truth of it. 
ta Defence, - 14- 'Tis ſ@fficient ( with Catholics ) to ſubmit 
| to an j le Guide, ard that too if hedeclares as the Council 
| of Canftancedid C WR Excharift that norwithſtanding our 
| Lord did Inftiuce it in both kjnds and the Apofles ſo celebrated it, 
| ya now it wot be ſo. But for us- Proeſtants, we cannot 
| _ 4; Reaſon can be ſufficicat to lay afide an Ex- 
£xXT. 
þ Anſw, The meaning of theſe words as they lay here, is to 
| perſuade the Readers, that the Council of Conſtavce did own 
1 that Chriſt did loſticute or order, that the Sacrament ſhould 
ly be taken by all in both kinds, and that in the Apoſtles time 
ſ it was ever ſo taken: yet that by the Church Authority it 
l was ordered it{hould hereafter be otherwiſe: if the Honeſt 
| Foorman means not {o, and would not have all to believe fo, 


(35) 
ns et he ay regis ene Pies ohio. 
canmor t can ro an tx- 
preſs Texr, Burt is this ſenſe "tis 4 moſt cxrragions 
and though a Foormarts j —_— may be excuſed, yer with 
what face Sir, can you to judge of Books and Licenſe 
them, ER ann grols Error z or if wilful and 
c_ ctingly you ou Licenſe ſuch impudent Slanders, 

c 


the 


hes «ale 30 pſt hs a L 4 


that this Sacr ament 
received by the Fav m caſe © of jrkpſo, and 


ſuch de Bd oe et _ Je admit, or 
for 


ones 
CPriehe) m Skeh hi no  rmatins 
of Bread. Becauſe we are a wayto doubr, 


Cas cake Bah and brift is mts 5 
under the ſpecies Bn cntwake of me. Behold the 
Council declares, that it owns it no part of the Inſtitution, 
that the Sacrament he taken under both kinds, no morethan 
that it be taken at Night after Supper, &c. "Alltheſe being 
but Circumſtances belonging to: that Diſcipline, which whol- 
ly depends on Church Authority, and isalterable at any time 
when there is reaſon for it. And indeed, if this be a Crime 
which Proteſtants camor be capable of, how comes it to p 
that your Congregations receive your Sacrament 
faſting, in the Morning, in the Church, mrwicdPanding the Je” 
Tirurion of Chriſt OwaSir, own Candidly this inſinuation to 
een ET. _ Sina 
ejervarive, I. 4 0 
thing, auf be chuhtce roms rw. (Y.9. Tis _—— 
You that ) If there be ro falbe Fudge, there can be no cer- 
tainty 


q Faith : t it be true, and you think jt to be true 
» allow m4 þ wan. there « one ; ſack Nr 
gument s - not prove that there be ſuch a Judge, but that there 
Onght to be, 

Ew f.6. This is not only to miſ-uſe human Reaſon, but 
to deny Wiſdom and Reaſon in God. Alpbonſw the Royal 
Mathematician, was ever look'd on as guilty of a horrid 
Blaſphemy, for having ſaid, That he thought be could bave 
ordered ſome things better than God did at the firſt Creation : 
'Tis one of as deep a die to think, that God oxght to have 
done, what we believe be hath not done. 
Defence, f. 15. The Dottor ſays, fol. 44. We ſhould never 

| Arguments merely from the uſefulneſs, conveniency, 
o ſuppoled neceſſity of any thing to prove it #, Now the An- 
ſwerer leaves out ſuppoſed, and ſo makes that ab/olare which 
was conditional.----- If 1 thought (ſays Dr. Sherlock) all this 
were true, as I believe not a word of ut is, ( that if there be not 
an inf allible Judge, there canbe no certainty in Religion ) I ſhould 
only conclude, that it 11 great pity that there 11 not an infallible Judge 
Inſtirmed by Chriſt. But if you would bave me conclude from 
theſe Premiſes. Ergo, there 1: an infallible Fudge of Controver- 
fies, I muſt beg your pardon for that, for ſuch «Arguments as 
theſe do not prove that there is ſuch a Fudge, but only, that there 
ought robe one, and therefore 1 muſt Conclude no more from them. 
Indeed, this is a very fallatiow way of Reaſoning, becauſe what 
we may call uſeful, convenient, neceſſary, may not be ſo it ſelf : 
and we bave reaſon to believe it is not ſo, if God bave not appoint- 
ed what we think ſo uſeful, convenient, and neceſſary, &c. And 
now I would fain know who it is that denies Wiſdom and 
Reaſon in God. | 

Anſw. It is a pleaſant way of Anſwering in the Defence of 
a Perſon accuſed to have offended againſt the firſt Principles 
of Reaſon and Reſpet, ro ſay that he hath ſpoken willy, 
and dutifully elfewhere : yet fo Anſwers our Footman, if it 
be an Anſwer, meerly to add what is not blamed in an Au- 
thor, to what is blamed. Dr. Sherlock ſays well — 
us to believe that not to be necellary, which we know 
hath not appoinred, therefore | did not touch, or reflect on 
that ſaying: but 1 ſay that the advice he gives to one who 


ſuppoſes 


= - SS AH. 
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1 there is a neceſſity of any thing towards the Eternal 
3 ortige Fodedruns of Airs foyer bo it true, yet be- infers 
not, Sure then God hath beſtowed ir, Chriſt hath obtained ic 
for us z but rather, God ought 10 have done it, Chriſt ought to 
bave obtained it ; but I do not therefore believe he hath. This Ad- 
rice, I ſay, is much more injurious to Gods Mercy and Wiſ- 
dom, than the Saying ſo much blamed by all Chriſtians in At- 
phonſw;, the Salvation of Mankind being the ultimate Work 
of God towards his own Glory. Whether this Charge be 
not juſt, and Dr. Sherlock, teach not this DoCtrin in the words 
cited by the Anſwerer, in the Caſe of one who ſappoſes that 
there can be no certain Faith in a Chriſtian, (and fach a Faith 
Chriſt exatts in all, by St. Pav/and 5t. James, &c.) without an 
infallible Guide, and who believes it to be trae;, | leave it, Sir, 
to your obſervation. 


Principles of Dr. Sherlock, which 
make void all Faith. 


Preſerv. 0s the Proteſtant Faith uncertain, how i the 
f. 79,80... J Canſe of the Churchof Rome the better ? I: Tho- 
mas 4 boneſt Man becauſe John « a Knave. 
Anſwer. If Thomas and John be accuſed ſeverally of a Thefr, 
and the ſtoll'n Goods be found with John, I conceive, tho'this 
not Thomas fo aſſuredly an honeſt Man, yet an honeſt 
ury would bring him in Nor-gailey. That there is a true 
Faith, and conſequently a certain Rule of Faith, all Chriſtians 
acknowledge, Proteſtants on one ſide chooſe one Rule, (how 
differently foever apply it) Catholics another : I conceive 
then, that if the Proteſtant Rule be proved uncertain, 'tis plain 
the Catholic Rule mult be the certain one. 
Defence f. 17. You mult firſt prove that 'tis impoſſible for 
People to make tothemſelves two Rules. 
Anſwer, 1 do not write againſt Dr. Sherlock' Errors, but 
with this Suppoſition, that he holds what generally is called 
(if there be any ſuch fixed thing) the Dodtrin of ghe Church 


— 
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Eſtablithed by the Law in Exyg/and, | fappoſe be owns a Fairh in 
#; That this Fai tobe firm,certain, not wavering * 
for ſuch isthe Faith S. Peter and S. Pau require of as; That this 
Faith al leanson Revelation ; T bat the Scriptures are 
the Word of God; That if we underſtood the full extent of its 
true Senſe and Meaning, there would never be Error or He- 
reſie amongſt us: Hitherto we agree. Now the thing in que- 
ſtion is, —_— Method we ought to come to that Know- 
ledge, as far as it is nece{ffary to a Chriſtian: and 1 ſay that 
Ds weare 
guided to the certain knowledge of w revealed, 
either by a Knowledge communicated to each of us, or by a 
Knowledge communicated only to Guides to di- 
ret the reſt. 1f therefore Proteſtants arc in 
are certainly in the right, as far as we are oppoſite to them. 
And beſides, fince that all the poſitive Proofs that can be 
brought for the infallible Authortty of Charch-Teachers ex- 
alſoin what Church they are, by evident Marks not to 
found but in our Carbolis Church, it follows, if the Prote- 
ſtant: be in the —_— that Principle, we are certainly in 
the right as to cach Point of our Religion, tanght us by an un- 
erring, Ilaterpreter. 

Preſerv. ft. $0. This — agrombtegr: is JAP 
may Semfie rwe things, Firſt, Objetts of 07 F aith are 
uncertain, and cannot be proved by cerrain Reaſons. Secondly, 
T bat our Per /uaſzon » ng. 


alſo, to wit, be for a th 
he who believes it, hath not for the Motive of is Belief thof: 
certain Reaſons. ons Soto nar os 
cn od; —_—_" 
in Chriſt meerly becauſe bus (or a Miniſter) bath 
him ſo ro da, hatha very uncertain, and no Divine Faith. 
Defence f. 18. What can be the Gentleman's ing, I 
cannot. conceive, unleſs it be this, That i Pon 
take the Reaſonof their Faith from Scripture, and nor from 
the Church of Kone, that therefore they can have no certain 
ar Divine Faith: whicty if ic be, I pivy him if itbe not, I 
muſt defire him to-explaia himſelf. Aoſ 
wer, 


_—_— 
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Aaſwer. The honeſt Footman is grown very tender-heart- 
ed. But isnot this very plain, that altho' there be very good 
Reaſons for the belief of an Article of Chriſtian Religion, yet 
one that ſhould believe it on the account of ſome ſilly Motive 
only, ſuch as | cited, would have no Divine Faith ? Bat how 
can this be applied to Proteſtants, who rake the Reaſons of their 
Faith from Scripture a. _— ſhewed hs but the Fooe- 
man pailes it by with this. Anſwer only, / ſay nothing to 
that _ often Anſwered by our Didi! ſeems he 
had forgott Anſwers, or was conſcious of their weaknefs. 
Thus 1 diſcourſed there : The Carboljes prove, that anwncer- 
tain or wavering Faith, is no Divine Fauh, which the Prote- 
ſtarts can never have of any one Article of their Religion, be- 
cauſe they never can have a certain one. *Tis caſily proved, 
becauſe they cannot have an alt of Faith of any one Article, 
till their Rule of Faith propoſes it, 5. e. till they know cer- 
tainly (by their private Reading ard Judgment) what the 
Scriptures teach of ir, not by forme one Text or two, but by 
———y all the Texts thatrreat of that SubjeCt : for the 
Senſe of a fingle Text (for Examp. My Father © greater than I) 
cannot be but by expounding it by other Texts on the 
ſame Subjeſt. Till a Proteftant then hath a certain knowledge, 
Firſt, that he hath all the Books of Holy Writ z that 
all thoſe he owns for were really written by inſpired 
Pens ; Thirdly, that he hath a true and ſound Tranſlation (in 
caſe he underſtood not the Original Languages) and (in caſe 
he doth) a true Copy not altered by the Error or Malice 
of our Forefathers ; Fowrrhly, (ſince the Letter kills) that he 
urderſtands the true Meaning and Senſe of cach Text, which 
relates tothe Ohjet of his Att of Faith ? Fifthly, that he re- 
member them all, ſo as comparing them, to ſee which be the 
cleartr that muſt expound the obſcwer, and what is the rac re- 
ſalt cf them all, (for any one which he underſtands not, or 
hath forgotten, may poſlibly be that one that muſt expound 
the reſt) he cannot have one ACt of Faith. Now Carbelics ſay, 
this is impoſſible to moſt, if not to all Proreſtants, (who are in 
each of theſe Points to Judge for themſelves, and not to ſubmir 
to any Authority where a Doubt ariſes) therefore few, or no 
Proteſtants can in their whole Life-time frame one Act of Di- 

vine 
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vine Faith ing any ore ery, not that Scripture is 
not a very certain Rule, bur becauſe they have choſen an uſcleſs 


God hath revealed, (as they pretend) they would believe all 
that is delivered in the Bible, which you pretend, but upon 
a little ground: What they think in their Judgment God 
hath revealed, they believe z. what they think he hath not re- 
vealed, they disbelieve : that's their Rule of Faith, and 'ris 
yours, your own private Judgments being on both hands your 
Guides, and not any Authority Eſtabliſhed by Almighty God. 

Preſervat. f. 81. 1f theſe things (which are believed by 
thoſe who take their Faith from the Bible won ge by their 
own final Senſe) be not built upon certain Reaſons, their 


Infallible Church can have no certainty of «che Chriſtian 
Faith. 

Anſwer. Even this is moſt notoriouſly falſe, ſince ſhe is 
not Infallible by any Light of her own, but by the Guidance 
of the Spirit of Truth. Were not the Apoſtles, when they 
had once acknowledged Chriſt to be the Son of God, —_ 


Ya 


—_—_———— — 
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of all he revealed fo them, before he had given them certain 
ons for it? It were @ blind Impicty to think ſo. 

f. 19. Wasthere (inthat Cnr A 
certain Faith without a certain Reaſon. An infallible Man 
muſt know things as they are, orelſe he is miſtaken. 

Anſwer. The Footman is very dull here, and cannot diſtin- 
iſh-betweena certain Reaſon moving me to believe him that 
and a certain Reaſon in the things that are delivered 
moving me to- believe thern. This Second Dr. Sberlock re- 
quires, ſaying, That if rheſe things which are believed, be not 
built upon certain Reaſons, the Infallible (Church ſeeing not any 
ſuch Reaſons) can have no certainty of the Chriftian Faith. An 
infallible Perſon moſt know what he knows as it truly is, but 
needs not ſee how or why it can be ſo. 
Preſervar. f. 32. 'Ts their common Argument, That there « 
a great variety among Proteſtants, and that rhey condemn one 
another with equal confidence and aſſurance. 
Anſwer, "Tis one of your uſual Artifices, to leave out al- 
ways the preſling part of our Arguments : you ſhould have 
added, Tho” they «ſe the ſame Rult of Faith, and apply it by the 


ſame Method. prupens, 'tis an unanfwerable Argument 


againſt your Rule of Faith, and evidently proves it wicertain, 

Defence f. 19, 20. Here the honeſt Foorman ſends me for 
an Anſwer to Dr. Srl , and bids metry my Skill upon 
tim. Thus hedelivers the Anſwer givento 7.5. firſt Letter, 
and applied tothe preſent Cafe 3 "tis divided into five. Pr. 
firions, which, toavoid repeating, I'll ſer down with the fol- 
lowing Anſwer. . 

Anſwer. Firſt, Arithmetick (ſays Dr. Stilling fleet) preſcribes 
«4 certain way by Addition and Subſtrattion, to aut alty Sun. 
'Tis granted. Secondly, Therefore it muſt-be ſucb,.this they 
who take it, arrive by 1 at the exalt Sum. Thats truc 
alſo. Thirdly, But two Aden, who have made nſec of the ſame, 
way, differ at leaſt a ta > the Sum. This is i01- 


poſſible, if they bothreally made uſe of that way as.the words 
of Or. Sure _- : - Bur'tis very poſlible, 16 the mcan- 
ing be, one of” thei doth not know the Rules of Aritthmctict, 
but 


thinks he knows them ; or both know: welbthe Rule, 
jan $5 yerbn poem ſet down one- Figure for — 
F Fourthly, 


Fourthly, Therefore they who taks only that 
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Cannot \ ho &rs 
rive at the certain Sum, This is evi _—_— Ah bs Cott 
true ; to wit, Therefore takg preciſely t , 
Galexenratertie is erring in the Theory or the Praftice) 
cannot but arrive by it at the certain Sum, But this following 
Concluſion might have been drawn from the Third Propoſi- 
tion taken inits Second moſt improper Senſe, which Dr. Stiling- 
fleet gives to it, Therefore thoſe who err in the Knowledge, or 
miſs im the Application of the Rule of Arithmetick, tho' they be. 
lieve never ſo much in their own Judgment that they know and uſe 
the Rule right, tho' they have uſed their beſt Endeavors, tho'. they 
firmly believe they have caſt the Sum right, yet certainly they bave 
miſſed, and are in the wrong. This is the Concluſion which the 
Dean of Pauls ſhould have drawn, and then he might have 
concluded, Srill the Rule is certain to thoſe who uſe it right. But 
is this the Reverend Dr. Stilling fleet" s full Anſwer, and that in 
Dr, Sberlock's Caſe ? Stupidity it ſelf would not own it : Tis 
an evident Demonſtration againſt Dr. Sherlock's Polition, and 
Dr. Stilling fleet's Tenet. It proves evidently, that altho' 
Scripture be as infallible a Truth, and thereby « Kale of Truth, 
(for from Truth only Truth can follow) as any Rule of Arith- 
metick ; yet as in one Caſe, if ewo caſting up an Account by 
the ſame pretended Rule, difter in the total Sum, this follow- 
ing Principle would not only be falſe,but alſo after ſuch a trial 
moſt abſurd and ſenſlefs. Every one is bound in reaſon to believe 
the Account be bath —_— right, if be bath a Book of Arith- 
metich_by bim, bath read it, believes he underſtands it, and bath 
uſed his beſt Endeavors _— ir. $0 1s this like Principle, 
which Dr. Sherlock and all his Party ſtand for : If rwo An 
have the Bible, read it, endeavor to underſtand it, and believing 
they do, draw from the ſame _—— two different Concluſions, 
wo oppoſite Articles of F aiths, both are bound to ſtand to their pri 
vate Tudgment, and to believe themſelves in the right, tho” all the 
World accuſe one or both of them ja liew of t pretended 
Rule, to have uſed a falſe one. But let us ſuppoſe farther, that 
an eminent Maſter of Arithmetick ſhould ſhew to one of theſe 
Men where he erred againſt the tre Rule of that Science, 
where he miſplaced a cypher, otherwiſe thanthe Rule direQts 3 
that this Man in licu of ſubmitting, ———— 
0 
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of Arithmetick, by the which alſo the other teaches, and the 
Diſpete ſhould be carried on by the one {a gzhe Dock erackes 
and direfts thus, whilſt the- other as ily pretended it 
_ ——_—_— - >a Caſe were it a reaſona- 
Principle, Bot t0 their private Fudgment in Inter- 
| x wgary and well they may [aoragf rs. certain, which 
both . Never did Man give fairer and ealier Vitory to 
an Adverſary, than Dr. Sl doth to his, by this Sie. 
Thedulleſt School-Boy will eaſily diſcern the Dean of Paul's 
patent Parallogiſm, whereby he compares the written Word of 
God tothe Rule it ſelf of Arithmetick ; whereas the natural 
and only true Compariſon is, of the Book, or Letter of Scripture 
with the Book of Arithmetick; the true Senſe of Scripture 
with the Rule of Arichmetick. 
A Right-Line-Ruleand a Square are the Rule of a 
ter ; ſuppoſe a Carpenter had a bent and crooked Rule, and 
that what he calls his Square opened at an acute or obruſe Angle ; 
this Man working by would certainly make his Work 
wrong. I ask you now where the Fault would be? Certainly 
I TE EET: 
Rulee « Carpenter's, but not this Carpenter's; 
The Rule he pretends to is moſt Juſt, be Rale which he 
atually follows is moſt falſe -_ —_— _ many 
Carpenters pretending to work by a Right-Line 
applying them the ſame way, did all differ in the 1 ity 
of their Work, it would be evident they had a falſe Rule ;, for 
that's ones Rule, not that he pretends to have, but what he aftu- 
ally works by. Now to —_— to our Caſe: The Word 
Ce dro Sorien » but - ; > for 
the know ipture, as St. erves, conſiſts not ._ . 
in the ng, but the Underſlandi = The Rule of Faith perprars ag 
then, is the of the Letter ipture ; The prerended ineclvgendo 
Rule is the true Senſe of Scripturez The real Rule that Chriſti. 
ans uſe, is that Senſe of the Letter of Scripture by which they 
their Faith: for that is any ones real Rule, by which \ 
he in reality afts. The true Senſe of Scripture.is a cerrain Rule ; 
The Senſe given to the Letter of Scripture is a moſt uncertain, 
and frequently a wrong Rule; The Rule Proteſtants pretend 
unto, is a certain infallible Rule, = Truth tever miſguides : 
F 2 But 
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But their Rule of Faith is the Senſe which each Man's private 
ves tothe Letter of Scriptarez for they ſquare 

their Faith by it,& believe according tothe ſame : The Letter 
dnert] Gjucr ofa Carpenters thate pydanies of Far 1 
a Carpenter; their to 

this Letter is that which makes their real and F Rule, as 
the ſreightneſs or crookednefs of a Rule, is the true Ryle of 
the Car that uſes it. "Tis againſt this I write, and a- 
gainſt Dr. Sherlock's Principle, that tho' ſeveral Men uſing 
the ſame Method of making Rules, find and own that their 


ſeveral Rules make different Lines; yet it follows not (fays 


he) that the Rules they work by are not rae, nor their Mc- 
thods of making themſeives a Rule, erroneous. 

Preſervat. f. 83, 84. Were all Proteſtants of a mind, would 
their Conſent and ment the certainty of their Faith ? 

Anſwer f, 7. Not at all; but 'tis a moſt ridiculous In- 
Coenen GR T his #s the ſame Rule, and their Diſagreement 
proves not their uncertainty. All Union is not an Argument of 
the Spirit of God, for People may combine to do ill; .Buc 
$&t. Paxlaſlures us, Diſumon and Difſentiow is a certain Mark 
of the abſence of the Spirit of God. 

Defence f. 21. You ſhould have added in ſome, not in all 
the diſagreeing Parties. If the Queſtion be put amongſt a 
company of Men to go rob ſuch a Houſe, is it a Mark of the 
abſence of the Spirit of God in thoſe which do not agree to 
that Wic 

Anſwer. Certainly this honeſt Foreman is hired to write 
as wide as may be from Reaſon, that in Compariſon with ir 
Dr. Sherlock's Errors may r tolerable. I ſpeak of Peo- 
ple led into Diſunion by the ſame Principle, which from thence 
I conclude to be no one : And 1 , thoſe who refuſe 
to go and rob the Houſe, do they att in this Refuſal by the 
ſame Principle by which others are moved to the Robbery ? 
If they be, (for Example, out of Spite) tho' their Refuſal be 
juſt and their Motive or Rule they att by (and of that 
only I ſpeak) is. ſtark naught. 


Dr. Sherlock": 
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Dr. Sherlock's Princple, which makes 
void all Scripture=progf. 
Preſervative, F F « Myſtery appears againſt Senſe and Reaſon, 


fol. 52. muſt bave a 
ſep an thing win elſe rg yak Me ths Ee 
1mpo 


we have againſt it, Senſe and Reaſon proving it naturally 


ſible. ; 

Anſw. f. 7. A Text which cannot poſſibly have an other 
ſenſt doth not leave it in any ones liberty who owns Scri» 
pture to be an Heretic, therefore the Church produced no 
ſuch Texts againſt the Arians or Neftorians ( to whom the 
Myſteries of the Trinity, and of Chriſts Human and Divine 
Nature in one Perſon, appeared againſt Senſe and Reaſon ) 
whence it evidently follows, that according to Dr. Sher 
the Arians and Neftorians, were bound not to. believe the 
Trinity, and Incarnation of Chriſt. A happy Miniſterial . 
Guide, and well led ſuch as follow him. 

, f. 22. The Trinity and Incarnation, which the A- 
rians and Neſtorians difputed, they are Myſteries i | 
and might ſeem to be above Senſe and Reaſon, but they are 

not contrary to it, But that Tranſubltantiation contradicts 
both, is plain. : 

Anſw. The Footman had better have minded his Maſters 
buſineſs, than to pretend an Anſwer, to what he doth not as 
much as underſtand. Certainly the Myſteries of the Trinity 
and Incarnation, arc not againkt Senſe and Reafon, 

did appear ſo to the Neſtorians, and Arians,, and that is 
Caſe, put by Dr. Sherlock: and therefore 'tis evident, 

according to his Principle, Arians and Neftorians were bound 
not to leave their Hereſics. | 


Dr.$herlack's 


Anſwer £.8. 
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Dr. Sherlock's Princple, making void 


all uſe of Councils and Fathers. 


Preſervati Fter he hath reſpeQively told us, Ther 
3 Learned men may ſquabble about the Fathers ; 
ives theſe Rules without which they be of no uſe. 
muſt "know that the Father 4s iruly Author of rhe Book, 
Council of ſuch a Decree.) 2. That he was not 
the ignorgnce or of the Tranſcribers, while 
in the bands of the Monks ( and to make this impoſſi- 
) They not only pared their Nails, but alſo 
Habit and Dreſs, to fit them to the Modes of the 
" That the Father doth not in ſome other place Contra- 
there be ſays. 4- That be did not alter b1s Opinion af- 
$to ſay, ſome of theſe requiſites, not being poſli- 
known, no uſe is to be made of them. 
f- 233 24- Thele requilites, that man that will 
i hing upon their Authority muſt know, or elſe he 
y miſtaken, yet this is not to any uſe 
Councils, for Learned men may diſpute about 
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void all uſe of Croil Charity, and Mo- 
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Exterior Altions are naturally capable of 
and he ever and clhartycdecteons 
him another 
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Principles with Popiſh 
. | bolicky hinks 
_ Powerful in Heaven than Chriſt ; He 


though he knows, that thefirſt half of the Ave 
and thankſgiving for the Incarnation of 


half asks of the Virgi to or 
Chriſt, which is all the Power es Soy to - 


- 24+ The matter of FaCt is true. — Suppoſe 
think her more powerful than Chriſt, yer ſure 

her more merciful, and ready to hear his 
Prayers. 


Anſw. This is in lieu of excuſing his Maſters Malice and di- 
ſingenuity, meerly to make the ProverbGood, like Maſter, 
liks Man. Mary her ſelf, her Merciful concern for us, her 
_—— are an Effect and Gift of the Mercy of Chriſt. But 
to ſee how will yo ſpight of Senſe, when they 
are reſolved to impugn. Truth: how can y_—_ be- 
lieve a perſon more merciful. than another, uſe I repeat 
oftner my inſtances and Petition. Naturally we call that a 
greater mercy which is ſooner moved, and yields toa ſingle 
addreſs. But the whole is a moſt falſe Calumny, as it inſinu- 
ates that our Church == her Devotions more to our bleſ- 
ſed Lady than to Chriſt. Our 4faſs, our Church Office, ( ex- 
cept now and thena ſhort Prayer of three or four haes ) our 
Meditations, our Faſts, arc all direfted to God and Chriſt, 
from him only we expe&t the whole Mercy that muſt blot 
out our Sins, and the whole. Goodneſs rtnat. muſt make us 
Eternally happy. 

Preſervative, f. $9. The Papiſt believes it unlawful tocom- 
mit Idolatry, and moſt damnable to- Worſhip any Breaden 
God, which is ſpoke like a Proceſtant, but yet he pays Di- 
vine Adoration to the Sacrament, which is done like a Pa- 
pf. Anſw, 
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Anſw. f. 8. This call the moſt diſingenuous rn 
tion, we] hn mod fail Calamny amaginable, 892 ſuppoſed 
and owned Truth ; to wit, Ther: Catholics Worſhip the viſible 
Species in the Exchariſt. A moſt impudent ſlander, no Catholic 
being guilty of it, no more than the Apoſtles of Worlhiping 
—_—_ the Cloths of Chriſt, when they Adored him up- 
on 

Defence, f. 21. There is no mention made of Species, but 
the word is Sacrament. 

Anſw. This is what P called dilingenuity.. If he takes not 
Sacrament ES ſenile, _ m_ —_ in 
Expounding by his oppolite Princi oor : and in 
yore ſenſe nothing hath a reference to his Accuſation 
of a Breaden God, but the viſible Species of Bread. 
od concluded with yr pm y _ in Dr, Sher. 
Jocks words, putting ( as I ow the word Scryrare in the 
licu of Fathers, to ſhew that according to his very way cf 
—_ \ meer reading of Scripture, could not ſerve 
for an uſeful Guide at leaſt to the tar greateſt part of Proce- 
ſtams. TheSentence is, as follows. 

Preſervative, f. 76. Amongſt Chriſtians there is not one in a 
huxdred thouſand who nr. wor oh. Ts, and it w morally 
impoſſible they ſhould, and therefore there muſt be certainly an ea 
—_ no to underſtand Chriſtian Retsgion, 2 rigged 
elſe rhe generality of mantznd, even of profeſs d Chriſtians, ave out 

poſſibility of Salvation. Think well on it, as you will an- 


helps as to theſe, for we have leaxned and Religious Di- 
VINES. 

Anſw. 1s it not pleaſant to ſay,thatScripture is plain and ea- 
ſie in all points neceſſary to Salvation : and yet to a 


Cenſuring, where ever | ſee you have 
the Preſs, which will in port cafe <fan nagrarels and un- 
neceſſary toil. 


$1R, 


Tour Servant to all 
Chriſtian Offices, 
LEWIS SABRAN, 


Of the Socieryof JE SUS, 
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PORUSCRIPTIT 


H O' the Preface to Dr. Sherlock's Defence might 

very naturally have challenged tobe firſt Anſwer- 

ed ; yet becauſe the Defence did attempt (tho' 

moſt vainly) to undermine the very Foundation 

of the Chriſtian Faith, that Rock of the Catholic 
Church, on which Chriſt our Bl Lord raiſed it; whereas 
the Prefact was ſtuffed chiefly with forged Calumnies againſt 
me, | rhought it my Duty (and ever wy wy mes or own 
private Concerns, till 1 had vindicated the Ch God. 
Now, Sir, | come to my own Defence. 

I find my Adverſaries Choler heated to the higheſt Fer- 
ment, becauſe I Anſwered the Celebrated Preſervatve, an ex- 
cellent Tradt, ſays he, proved ſo acceptable by the Univerſal 
Entertainment it met with, in 4 ſingle Sheet, which he ſays was 
a ridiculous Anſwer toſo great a Book. 1 omitted nothing, 
Sir, that even pretended to the appearance of an Argument ; 
and if your Celebrated Books ſwell fo with words, and 
void of Senſe and Reaſon, am 1 blameable for it ? He Id 
have pointed at ſome pretended Proofs which I lighted to 
expoſe, or have praiſed me for not wearying my Readers 
with a dull Prolixity : But it ſeems we muſt copy theſe Men's 
Faults, or abide their Cenſure. 

He tells us next, That the Accuſations of Forgery, of Clip. 
ing of Texts, Fathers and Councils , Run bigh on both ſides ;, 
bat the Reader bath this certain way of knowing where the G uile 

lies 5 That the Church of Rome accuſes , but do's nor prove it ; 
but our Men do not only accuſe them, but prove it upon them, This 
is indeed ſomewhat material, and he inſtances upon my For- 
geries on the one ſide, and thoſe that Dr. Comber, Author of 
the Advice to-Roman-Cathokcs, is accuſed of.on the other. 1 
am content to joyn iſſue upon this matter ; and having pro. 
duced the Grounds on which theſe ſeveral Accuſations ar 
bottom'd 
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bottom'd, I will leave the Deciſion to your and every unbiaſſed- 
Reader's Judgment, having firſt owned Forgery to be the 
greateſt Mark of a bad Cauſe, and that even owned ſuch by 
thoſe who thus defend it. He produces againſt me three 
Letters, written, as he ſays, by one of their Learned Writers; 
in which no leſs than One and twenty ſuch Forgeries are pro- 
ved upon me, and Proteſtant. like, becauſe I am accuſed, con- 
cludes me guilty, without taking the leaſt notice of my full 
Anſwers given to thoſe moſt falſe Calumnies z he and his 
Learned Autbor following both the old Advice, Calummare 
forter, aliquid adherebit ; Do but Calumniate boldly, ſome- 
thing will ſtick of the Dirt you caſt. Firſt then, 1 wilt ſhew 
the confident Impudence of my Accuſer. 

1 Preached on the 25 of Auguſt laſt before his Sacred 
Majeſty at Cheſter, on the Convertion of St. eAnguſtin from 
Hereſic and a looſe Life ; and throughout that Sermon [ laid 
0 in the B. Saint's own words, thoſe miſtaken Reaſons that 
hindred him, and keep off preſent Sefaries from a dae Recon- 
ciliation with the Catholic Church: I offered evident Mo- 
tives taken from the ſame Saint's words, whichobliged Him, 
and do as efficaciouſly exatt from all Proteſtants, under pain 
of Eternal Damnation, (when a moſt dull Ignorance doth not 
excuſe them) to return to the Communion of that one only 
Charch, which they profeſſed themſelves Members of at their 
Baptiſm. Thoſe unanſwerable Arguments of ſo great a Do- 
Qor moved many, to my knowledge, toa happy Imitation of 
ſo Learned a Saint 3 but they were too plain and folid to 
meet with even a ſceming Anſwer from the boldeſt of their 
Mercenary Pens. 

The only Trick left them, was by ſome lie Inſinuation, 
ſome Calnmny, to divert the well-meaning Reader's Atren- 
tion : and a Miniſter, better known by his Forebead than Wit, 
attempted it boldly in a Poſtſcripe. He was however afraid 
of burning his Fingers with touching the Sermon it ſelf, bur 
nibled at three Lines of the IatroduQtion to it, a Form of Prayer 
ro the Bleſſed Virgin eAother of our Lord, taken out of the 
Thirty fifth Sermon of S. Auguſtin de Santis : Then to ſup- 
port himſelf with big words, he accuſes me of Forgeryand Drſ- 
wgenuity, not for citing any thing otherwiſe than it lay in that 

G 2 Sermon, 


2s 2 weak Enemy, who not 
daring to attack wo 6 brag of the Viſtory, 
he had moſt couragiouſly ſhot at random at an 
tinel. Now, vir, take 2 view of his Proofs, and of thoſe For- 
geries he accuſes me of in the two Letters, which | writ in 
my bwn Defence. His Profs were theſe. | 
Firſt the Title, eA Sermon on the Feaſt of the Aſſumption 
doth not agree at all to any thing that is near S. Azgafts 
time. There was then not only no Feaſt of the Aſlumptio 
(therefore no Serman could then be Preached on that Solemni- 
ty) but not even any belief of ſuch an Aſſumption. 
Bn —_—_— For, m———_— 
Aſſumption, when applicd to any decea iot, 
er Genes in the Language of Fathers, tbe Day of their 
u_ L cited ſeveral Sermons made by the ba es 
S. Cyril, eAmpbilochixe, Methodine, made on our Lady's Puri- 
Cn lorg before any Solemmity of it were obſerved in the 
Churchof God  Fhat S. Hicrom, or an Author of the fame 
Age, William of Pars, S. Bernard, madeOrations on the Aſ- 
ſamprion of our Bleſſed Lady, altho' they doubted of her be- 
ing alumed into Heaven in Body : That the Sermon in S. Ae. 
luca's name, own'd for his in the Fifth Century, ſpake as fully 
on the real Aſſumption of our Bletied Lady, as any Catholic 
evcr did fince. And therefore it is evidently falſe, that there 
wa$no ſuch Bclief in S. Avgnſtwr's time. Farther | added, 
as Nicepharw witneſſes, Javeral Patriarch of Jeruſalem, proved 
the truth of this Myſtery as now pioully believed in the Ca- 
tholic Church, to have been received of very ancient Tradi- 
tion, and that in the preſence of Afarcion the Emperer, in 
whole time was the Fourth General Council. Next | ſhew'd 
what a Cheat this Miniſter | m4 his Readers, by inſinua- 
ting that the Thirty fifth | cited, ſpake not of the 
Bleſſed Virgins Death, but of her Aſſumpries in the Senſe which 
that word now vulgarly bears; whereas the contrary is moſt 
evident, and is expreſſed in fuch words as are found in all the 
ancient W ritzngs of the Fathers on this Subjet; to wit, I» 
theſe rbe World i banor'd by fo great a Virgins departave z, in whay 
order 


* ber A 
ner ion, that not in or out of ut, 
(as the eApoſtle bath it) we believe her aſſumed above the __ 
k it not evident from hence, that this Miniſter moſt falſly 
impoſed upon his Readers ? To this Accufation of mine he 
Cant Trifis, Thar Niogler tomes 050 late 3 That 

i ri Ni « comes too late 5 That 
S. Bernard doubted of our Bleſled Lady's aſſumption in Body ; 
That the firit mention we find of AMeliron's Book was Sixty 
Years after, n's time, when it was declared Apocry- 
phal: Not a to the Sermon under $. Hierom's name, . 
nor to any of my other Proofs. 

His Second Proof was, That very lately Ome Benedifin's 
at Pars, in their late Edition of S. «Avguftin's Works, had 
caſt ir into their Appendix as Spurions z, anc that rhey told us, 
that in their MSS. i wanted the Name of any Author ; bur that 
the Lawvain Doctors told us, that in feveral Manofcripts which 
they uſed in their Edition of S. eArugxſtin this Sermon de 
Sanitu was intitled to Fulbertis Carnotenſis, 

t. I Anſwered, That theſe were no Provfs, or where they 
have an appearanceof a Proof, that "tis groanded on a Miſtake. 
"Tis no Proof at all on any fide, that in many Manufcripts there 
was uo Name to the Sermon ; this ſelf-evident. 2. That it 
isevident this Sermon wes not of Fulberrxs Carnorenſi:;, for 
the Sermon | cited affores ns, that the- Church at that time 
taught nothing of the Corporal Aſſumption of the Virgin; 
whereas Falberize in his Sermon of the Nativity of the Bletled 
Virgis, teaches, Thar Chriſti.on Piety believed, that Chrift raiſed 
glorrouſty bus Mxhber, and placed bur above the Heavens, This 
was an andeniable Proof, and therefore the Minifter anfwers 
nothing to it ; However, 1 added oor of Conrtefic, that 'tis 
no new thing that a Saint's Sermon ſhould in ſome Manuſcripts 
appear under other Names than their known Anmhors, the 
fume having ba to ſeveral Sermons of $. Chr) N 
S. Ambroſe, &c. I hat Synelatica'$Life,the undonbted Work of 
S. Athanaſus, was in ſome ancient Manuicriprs intirted to Poty- 


Cap 
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carp the Anchoret. The Miniſter diſproves nat any one of theſe 


I To his yain Argument , that the. Style of this 
Sermon did ſeem to differ from that of $. Awgaftin's, (which 
is his private Opinion, and of few late Writers) 1 oppoſed 
the contrary Opinion of S, 7 bomas Aquinas, who owned this 
Sermon to be S, Auguſtin's ; that eminent Doctor, ſo well 
verſed in this Saint's Writings, that he was cailed Anugnſti 
Contralzw : a Dottor, to the defence of whoſe Dottrin, the 
greateſt part of Chriſtian Livines are ſworn. Was not this 
a very full Anſwer? Yet to ſhew how the Lowain Dottors 
owned the Invocation of -Saints to have been $. Auguſtin's Do- 
Qtrin, 1 minded him, that they receive his Eightezmrh Sermon 
de Santu, in which he ſpeaks thus, Having recerved theft 
our Vows by thy Prayers, obtain Pardon for our Sins, What 
we offer, let it by thee be par donable, What we ach with a faithful 
e Mind, let it attainable ;, Recerve what we offer, return 
w what we ak, &c. 

The Laſt Proof the Miniſter offers, and which he values 
meſt, is, That one 1ſidore is quoted in that 7 wenty fifcb Ser- 
mon de Sand thus : Hence liidore «bſerves it us uncertain by 
this Saying, whether the $ word of the Spirit is meant, or the Sword 
of Perſecution. Now 1ſidore of Sevil in his Book of the Life 
and Death of Saints, Chap. 68. hath theſe words : Which ix- 
deed is uncertain, whether be meant the Sword of Martyrdom, or 
the Word of God, beavy and ſharp beyond any double-edged Sword. 
Tis evideat, ſays the Miniſter, this ſame /ſidore is cited in the 
Thirty fifth Sermon, which could not therefore be of S. A«- 
bat who lived Two hundred years before this 
Tſtdore, 

576 indeed hath the face of a Proof ; therefore l offered 
theſe following Reaſons, why the /ſedore quoted in the T birey 
fifth Sermon, was not the 1/idore of Sevil, 1. In the Thirry 
fb Sermon in debate, arethele words : /n our te no Author 
among the Latins can be found, who treating of the Bleſſed Virgins 
Death, hath been poſirvve and expreſs. Now S. Gregory of Towrs, 
being one of the moſt famous Authors of the Sixth Age, and 
having as fully and politively written of this eAfſumprion as 
any fince, the Author alluring, that no one amongſt the 
Latins had done ſo , could pot — ——— 
V 
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lived after the Seventh Centary ; and therefore the 7/idore 
hom he cites, cannot poſlibly be Fidore of Sevil. - Again, the 
Sermon cited under the name of S. Hierom, and at leaft as 
ancient as the Fourth General Conncil,. and which was cited” 
by the famous Hinomar Biſhop of Rheims, by S. Odilo, and 
others contemporaries with Faibertzs, could not have eſcaped 
his knowledge. As for the words of /ſidore of Sevil, they vary 
as much from thoſe thar are cited in the Thirty fifib Sermon, 
as the words which expreſs the ſame ſenſe in Epiphanixzs, who 
writ before S. Auzuſtin, Hence 1 inferr'd, that fince we know 
many 1ſidores, and famous before S. Augaſtin's time, "tis far 
more probable, that one of theſe was cited in the Thirty fifth 
Sermon, and therefore without any danger of Forgery, 1 might 
well cite a Sermon as S. Augaſtin's, (eſpecially h a nice ie- 
troduftion to a- Sermon) which the greateſt Divine of the 
latter Ages, and whom moſt do follow in this, had cited, and 
that as a Proof in Arguing. All that is replied to this is, That 
the Author of the Thirey fifth Sermon looked upon S. Gregory 
as miſtaken. But can that allow him to ſay, that no body writ 
Poſitively on that SubjelZ, .meaning only that they were miſta- 
ken? This is the Iflue of that Controverſie which this Prefave- 
makgr ſtiles me Famows for : | leave it to your Judgment; 
Sir, whether my Defence doth not prove it a Calumny in the 
Miniſter who accuſed me, in citing this Sermon, of Dsſingean- 
ons Forgery. He knew well his weak Surmiſes, miſplaced by 
him for Arguments, could not make it out: therefore having 
eſpied in my Second Letter, that 7\reſolved to take no farther 
notice of ſuch unknown Macky or Per ſons who concealed their Names, 
that their Errors when baffled, their Calummnies when cleared, may 
not put. them 10 the Bluſh, he confidently puts out a T hird Let- 
ter, without any the leaſt addition of a new Proof, and*again 
conceals his Name, to ſecure himfelt from an Anſwer, which 
he knew | had publickly profeſſed 1 would not give, if he thus 
concealed his Name, and only repeated what 1 had Anſwered; 
then he moſt diſrmgennuonſly brags that I had dropt the Queſtion. 
Now, Sir, a ſullaccount of the: Controverfie being thus given, 
obſerve the vain ſillineſs of the Preface-maker's accuſing me 
of Forgery. - Fiend, = 
L., 


that the Ciration iv the vin 
4id not lead hmm toir. 


My very adverſary owns, that 


the Lowuain Divines Printed it a- 


he TY A 
which they own for his, but not 
with an endonbred Cert aimny. 

| exprelſly cited it as a Sermon 
that weat under S. Hierom's Name, 
and therefore added, Or an Azthor 
of the ſame «Age. Not 2 word hath 
been to prove there was 
Eng fy 
where lics the Forgery / 

My words were, A Sermon under 
S. Melnon's Name. "Tis evident 


aan ents 0 acr 
one of my Letters it was Printed 
= for Melton, tho' corretted 
_ 


Theſc Men are aswon- 
| Perſecutors of Errata's, as 


Errai« i 


S. Athanaſius de /u- 
carnatione, 4 FOrgety. 


A Prayer tothe Virgin, 
not 4 ſyllable whereof was 
to be found there, a For- 
EetY + 


$: Cyril's Quotation 
falſifs 4, « Forgery. 


Nettarius pon Theo- 
dore, 4 Forgery. 


That the Prayers out of 
Methodius, Ephrem Sy- 
rus, Athanaſius, S. Leo, 
are Forgeries. 
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themſelves guilty of great Forgeries. 
And why 7 hr wt ar 

it, lived almoſt a thouſand years af- 

ter_ $5. «tin, and was the firſt 

Hiſtorian to have mentioned 


ix. Doth not this prove me giiitty 


of a t Forgery in citing Nice- 
ba 4g) ting 


What Proof for it? Every man 
indeed hath owned it to be his 
Work ; but the laſt Critick, one 


- du Pix, hath lately queſtioned it, 


therefore a Forgery. Is not this a 
ſhameleſs Nonſenſe? Luther did not 
own $. James's Epiſtle Canonical, 
therefore 'tis a Forgery, is as good 
an Inference. 

I cited to him the Leaf in his own 
Century-Writers, where the Place 
and Leaf in Athanaſin's his Works 
are cited, to be found where the 
Centuriators quote them z yet this 
muſt be a Forgery. 

I-proved evidently in my firſt 
Letter to you, Sir, that the Mini- 
ſter had egregioully falſified it, and 
that I had it right according to all 
the Greek.and Latin Copies. 

In the fame Letter I have con- 
vinced the Miniſter of his dull Ig- 
norance,' and taught him where to 
find that Sermon of Nefarims, but 
no Anſwer given me, no notice ta- 
ken of mine, yet it muſt be a F 1 

I citednot one of theſe, but told 
my Miniſter, 1 could cite. from 
thoſe. Authors, if need were, evi- 
dent Inſtances of Praying to Saints. 
He, very wiſely, not ſo much as 

H knowing, 


$. Gregory Nazian- 
zen's Prayer to the Bleſs 
fed Virgin, a Forgery. 


The Proof from S. Am- 
hroſe is 4 Forgery. 


The Proof from $.Gre- 
Nazianzen's Fam- 
, i 4 Forgery. 


The Conncilof Ohalce- 
— and __ 


ire nd Carthge 
mfeeprfeced HP, 


and all the Latin FT 


to be tranftated: That my 
rendred it, le Afr wil inercecs 


(53) 
know 


pad 


hat and whence I would 
they muſt needs be 
53 this DIY aſs 
ently, that certainly t 
Mo this a bold kind Ca- 


"Ks Prof ofthis but the Mini- 


 __ againſt the 
bf of the Learned 
orld. Is dot this a pleafant way 


flow brhprov Forgerics. 


? I donot find 
(Gays th the Miniſter the Title of this 
Sermon in the INDEX, and I. 


will not turn over five Tomes. To 
ae > —_— —_— 
14th Sermon, 144. in 
Fifth Tomeof the Par Edition of 
1661. What Anſwer is returned 
me ? None, but No matter, ſays this 
Preface- maker. It was calleda For- 
$477 by the Miniſter, it muſt be ſtill 


Boldly aid: is it proved ? Not 
one ſingle word by either of the 
Miniſters; but asa Miniſters Oath 
htely made any Loyal Man a Trai- 
tor, fo this Miniſter's bare ſaying 

muſt make any of the Fathers 
nng/i - ; 
_— er to you, Sir, 

red evidently theſe three 
Catumnies. The Caſe of the Coun- 
cil of Carthage is, whether theſe 
_ in all the Greek 7 nt, 

pagrup nity Myles worm 

: Marry ove pro nobus, « 
as {gta dp 
to you for m4, 


This Se- 
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Ifaid, and ſay ſtill, was a Forgery ; and whoever can but 
ou Lag: ar ge Lani will, I am ſure, fay that [ tranſla- 
ted rights and thet the Miniſter was guilty of Forgery. | pro- 
ved the Senſe I gave to a Canon of the Council ices to 
be the true one Theodoret ; That of the Council of Gan. 
go umRnry al Epiſtle of that Council ; That of 
arthage was ſo evi that the Miniſter having nothing to 
offer againſt it; 7 fic only to ſay; without attempting 
the leaſt Proof, All ths 1s nothmg to the purpoſe : yer the Pre- 
face-maker will have theth all Forgeries, 
Had not this Miniſter great reaſon to conclude if his Pre- 
face, He was amaz'd at ſuch « Maſ? of Forgeries in ſo little room. 
Theſe Gentlemen forget the Axiom, Probationes babere debent Lib. qui acce' 
que accuſare volunt ; muſt have Proofs at hand that vil; 1#7* © de eden. 
accuſe. I have, I conceive, fully made out in my Vindication, 
that Proteſtant Miniſters do accuſe our Writers of Forgery, but 
bak for of 


prove it not, and therefore ſtand guilty of the 

G—_ which hath as much of Sxfineſs as of Diſboneſty. Now 
I would make out the other Truth 1 aſſerted, to wit, that we 
prove upon them the molt impudent Forgeries we accuſe them 
of, and this by an Inſtance the moſt weighty, in Dr. Comber's 
Caſe; becauſe that noone ever prete more to Ingenuity, 
Sincerity and Charity, and | boldly aſſert it, No one was ever 
guilty of © and fo owrragiows and maliciow Forgeries, 
But becauſe this Poſt/cripe ſwells already much beyond irs due 
Bounds, to convincealſo Dr. Sherlock, that we do not generally 
forbid the reading of Heretical Books, but only to ſuch as 
want Abilities or Application,to ſearch into,and find out their 
groſs Forgeries, I will publiſh a Book written by a Liy-Gen- 
tleman, to whom I had recommended the Reading of the Ad- 
vice to Roman-Catholics ; by which ir will appear how mo- 
deſtly 1 ſpoke, when 1 ſaid that Dr. Comber's Forgeries and 
Falſifications could be uced by Dozens; for the Reader 
will find them expoſed by Scores, and ſuch as will allow of no 
Colour, but the Bluſhes of the hardeſt Forehead. 


Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam, 


H 2 A 
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O— 


A Third Letter of F. Lewis Sabran of 


the Society of J 8 Sus, to Mr. Needham, 
Licenſer of the Second Part of Dr. Sheclock's 
Preſervative againſt Popery ; Giving an ac- 
count of the Milrepreſentations and Calum. 
nies that make up the whole Book. 


8.10; 


HILST my Second Letter to you is yet 
under the Preſs, I meet with a Second Part 
to the Preſervative Licenſed by you to come 


abroad ; and becauſe 1 apprehend, by. a 
charitable Judgment, that you approve not 
all that you Licenſe, but (which of the two may be the leſſer 
Fault) refer your ſelf to the Author's Ingenuity and Accurate- 
neſs, I venture once more to give you an account of the ſcan- 
dalous Untruths, and unconſcionable Forgeries, in plain Mat- 
ters of Fat, unto which you have unwarily put your Hand. 
If Reaſon was much abnſed by the Firſt Part of the Preſer- 
vative," Religion is (landered at a far higher rate by the Second; 
in which the Catholic Faith appears ſo dishgured, that kad 1 
not conſulted the Title, 1 had never diſcovered againſt what 
Church Dr. Sherlock direfts his outragious InveCtives. I laid 
open the Errors of the Firſt in a ſingle Sheet ; a full Anſwer 
tothe thredbare and weak ObjeCtions he hath made a Colle- 
tion of in the Second, would not take up halt a Sheet, if yet 
they could challenge at all to be conſidered : but he hath packet 
them up in ſa many flic ard equally falſe Inſinuations (which 
claim for him KeT #5», the Title of The Miſrepreſenter) and 
backt them with ſuch @ train of moſt ſhameleis Calumnies, 
that the bare expoſing of them (which is their plain Confuta- 
tion) will I fear take up two or three Sheets. 1 will follow ; 
or 


as 
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order of his four Sefjons, and firſt ſumming up in each his 
Miſrepreſentations and Calumnies, I will give them noother 
Anſwer than by a fair and full account of our Faith ; the 
ugly Mask he hath disfigured her by, will be no prejudice to 
her, when her Face appears. 


Ten Miſrepreſentations and Calumnies contrived by 
Dr. Sherlock, in his Firſt Paragraph 
Concerning Idolatry. 


I. gn isthe only Act of Worſhip which the Church of p-iſerv. fil. 2, 
7ome appropriates tothe Supreme God ; ſhe doth not 

pay to him alone that degree of Worſhip which the tempting 

Devil demanded of Chriſt, whereas our Saviour denying to 

give him this inferior degree of Worſhip, thereby teaches 

that no degree of Worſhip muſt be given to any Being but the 

Supreme God. 2. The Papiſts by their worſhipping Saints, 

Angels, and the Virgin Mary, put them in the Throne of God. 

3. They offer not their Prayers only in the Name of Chriſt, #. .. 

that in him they may find acceptance. 4. They make not 

their Applications to One God by One Mediator. 5. They Fu. 9. 

bow to or towards their Images as the Objets of their Wor- 

ſhip, and in that are Idolaters: So were not the Jews on ac- 

count of the Cherabins which by God's Ordinance covered the 

Mercy- ſeat ; for tho' the People, in purſuance of David's Ad- 

vice, did bow down to, and worſhip God's Footſtool, and tho' this 

relate to the Ark, yet how doth David's Exhortation to wor- 

ſhip the Ark, which is God's Foorſtool, prove that all their 

Worſtip mult be direfted to the Cherubins, which are his 

Throne? Suppoſe the Jews were to direct their Worſhip to- 

wards the Mercy. ſeat, which was covered with the Cherubins, 

where God had promiſed to be preſent, how are the Cherabins 

concerned in this Worſhip, which was paid only to God as pe- 

culiarly preſent at that Place? which is no morethanto lift up 

our Hands and Eyes to Heaven where the Throne of God is, 

when we pray to him, but the very Image (for Example, of 

Chriſt crucified) is the Object of the Worſhip of Papiſts, 

6. By the /rcarnation God is viſibly repreſented to us in ove By. 12. 

Nature; 


Fol. 13- 


"Qui confidunt 
in cis. P/. 1 4: 
, ns dis 


Sacr 


Eradicabitur 


Domino Deo 


foli. Exod. 22. 
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Nature; but the Papiſts, not contented with this, contrary to 


the Delign of God made Man, make and adore other Imayes 
of God. +7. They have the Worſhip of Creatures and Ima- 
ges ſtill ; and therefore all the viſible Idolatry that ever was 
prattiſed in the World before. 8. They only change rhe 
Heathens Country-Gods into Saints and Avgels, and givenew 
Names to their Statues and Images. As to internal Notions, 
9. The Pagan Philoſophers made the ſame Apologies for their 
Worſhip of Angels, and Demons, and Images, which the 
Learned Papiſts now make. And 10. "Tis doubtful whether 
the Unlearned Papiſts have not as groſs Notions about their 
Worſhip of Saints and Images, as the Unlearned Hearbens 
had. 


The Faith and Prattice of Catholics as to 
their Worſhip. 


HE Catholic, hating above all Sins the vain and abomi- 
nable Idolatry of the Heathens,ſays «Amen to that heavy 
Curſe of David on all thoſe who put their rruſt in thoſe ſtrange 
and falſe Gods; for thoſe truly make a falſe God, not who 
carve his Idcl, but whocreate him a Divinity in their Mind 
and Heart, by having recourſe to him by Prayers and Sacrifices, 
and what Sacrifice more valuable than that of the Heart, by a 
full return of confidence and dependence ? He acknowledges no 
other Name to be invocated, no other Protection to be ſou 
butofour Lord God thro' Chriſt inthe Holy 


Non eſt in alio aliquo ſau, non Ghoſt ; That there is no other Name under 


Oſtende nobis Domine miſericordi- calls u 


—_ the Heavens, in which we can attain Salva- 
tion; 'Tis God's » and his only he 
from him only with the Prophet 


am cram & ſalurare ram 0% 99% he ſeeks his Eternal Bliſs : 80 that he ad- 


heres to Godalone, (Pſal. 84.) and places 

therein his Virtue and Comfort ; Thar all his Prayers lift u 
his Heart towards God, fix his Hope on God, increaſe his 
Leveof God : From him alone he ſeeks Relict in Want, Pro- 
tection in Adverſity, Grace in Temptations, Security in Dan» 
gers, Virtue during Life, Victory in Death, Happineſs in Eter- 
X nity. 
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nity. As he abhors that _—__ the Poet, Each Mans Se- 
enriy is beſt placed in himſelf ;, 1 with St. Auguſtin, he equally Aug.de Predeft 
fears that Curſe of the megan Be he accurſed who confides in 55: P+ \ + 
Man. He owns with Ezecviel, that the ProteCtion of Noe, x... 2p. 14. 
Daniel, or Jacob, will not avail their wicked Children ; ard 
he placesamongſt them all thoſe who put their truſt not in 
their Creator but Creatures, not on God but their Fellow- 
Servants. He believes that each beſt Gift, each perfeft Good, 7,46; r, 
is from above, and iſſues from the Father of Lights ; That 
whoever ſweats under temparal Afflictions, and thirſts after Joon. 7. 
eaſe and comfort ; whoever ſighs under ſpiritual Infirmities, 
and faints for want of relief ; whatever oor craving Hearts 
pant for, Jeſw is ready by his Bleſſings to refreſh us ; and 
that ſince he ſhed his precious Blood for vs on the Crofs, 'tis 
our fault in not addr "g our ſelves to him with confidence, 
if 1ſay's Promiſe be not 
abundant Waters (of all Comforts) from the Fountains of your 


glorious in his Preſence, if we ask of them to joyn their 
Prayers tours, 'tis God's Glory weaim at, and God's Mercy 


All Divine Worſhip we pay to Gad alone, an inferior Wor» Cu honorem, 
ſhip we not only may, but muſt pay whereever it is due, as Rom. 14. 
S. Paxil commands us. The reaſondf it is, that all Worth and 
Dignity exaQts a proportionable Valne and Eſteem, and ha- 
ving it interiorly, we ought toexpreb irexteriorly, and ſuch 
Expreffions we call Worſoip, and thoſe who may challenge it, 
Worſhipfil. If that Excellency and Worth be created and 
natural, as Power, Greatneſs, 


ſhip ſuch is paid to Kings, Magiſtrates, Parents, If Divine 'H -5s wad 


Worſmnp ; 


a —_ Er noon nn — — 
 — ——_ 
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Worſvip , but ſuch as is paid to holy Fellow-Creztures, as 
St. Baſil obſerves : Such is paid to holy Places, as Churches; 
to holy Things, as the Sacraments z to holy Perſons, as Pro- 
phers, Prelates, Princes, living Saints, and with more reaſon, 
to thoſe who in Glory poſleſs God ; therefore, as St. Auguſtin 
Fo cultu dile- obſerves, We give them that Worſhip of Charity axd Fellowſhip 
7 uy xit- which we pay to Saints on Earth, but with as much greater a Devo- 
a Crit. 6. 26. tom, 4s we are more certain of their Holineſi, now they . are pe 
all Dangers and Uncertainiies, but with that Worſhip which in 
Greek, is called Latyia, which is a Servieude properly owed to the 
Divinity ; we neither worſhip, nor teach ro worſhip any one but 
God, "Tis falſe that Sacrifice is the Only Att of Worklhi 
which we appropriate to God ; we appropriate to him a 
poſitive Prayer or Worſhip, and givenone but Relative, or di- 
rected finally to God, to any Saint or Angel. It was a Calum- 
ny invented by Fauſtxs the Manichean, that we had exchanged 
the Pagan Idols for others, to wit, the Shrines of Saints. And 
Lib. 26. c. 21. Sr. Auguſtin having owned Religious Solemmities in honor of 
contra Fauſtum. S:ints, praiſes them, becauſe the Chriſtians then, (as Catho- 
lics now) by them only ſought 70 excite rthemſtives ro the Imi- J* 
tation of Saints, to be aſſociated to their Merits, and to be helped 
their Prayers, minding that Heretic, that Sacrifice is in- 
deed the only Exterior Worſhip inſeparable from Larria, and 
therefore never to be offered to any but God z; and therefore 
then (as now it is ſtill _ no formal Invocation dire&- 
ed to any Saint, was uſed at Holy Maſs, bpt only Commemo- 
rations, that they might Pray the more for ue, the Chriſtians (as 
Tra?t.8. in Jos. St, Gregory Nyſſen obſerves) calling on the Martyr as on Gods 
JL. Dis. 1. Miniſter, who being Invocated by Men, is ableto or for 
c. 10. de Civ. them what Favors he pleaſes. That Chriſt by refuſing him- 
in 5. Theed. ejf all Worſhip to God's Enemy the Devil, teaches Us to pay 
none at all co God's Saints and Angels, is an Inference that no 
one but Dr. Sherlock was ever capable to make. That to bring 
or invite Saints to the Feet of God's Throne, to joyn their 
Prayers to ours, is to ſet them in the Throne of God, is a 
Poſition that ſeems to be ſupported in ſpite of all Senſe and 
Reaſon. The Catholics by Petitioning the Saints to Pray to 
God for them, do moſt perfettly worſhip God, and that by as 
Dax. 3. izumediate a Prayer as the Three Children in the Furnace of 


Babylon, 
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B as David in his 143. Pſalm and others, where he 
i all Creaturesto Praiſe God ; and whatever we admire 
in them being the Graces and Glory of God, and the Worſhip 
which they pay him, as direCtly leads to God as any other 
Prayer, the beſt ſort whereof is Thankggiving,or a Memorial of 
the Bleſſings we have received our ſelves from God. Beſides, 
ſince we are ſure that they faithfully return to God asthe 
Author of all that is praiſe-worthy in them, whatever Praiſes 
they receive from us,we honor and worſhip God more by Pray- 
ing thus to them, than he that ſhould have held a Book of 
Prayers to St. Peter or St. Paul on Earth to read their Sera- 
phical Prayers in. 

The Catholic Believes there. is but one God, and one Media- 7c 4, 
tor between God and Men, the Man Chriſt Feſas, as he believes Jas. £. 
there is one Lawgiver and one Judge, and one Redeemer : yet he 
believes that he who converts his Brother, ſaves his Soul, tho” 
Chriſt be the only Saviour, becauſe all other Means to Salvati- 
on have their efficacy from him. Chriſt is the only Mediator 
by Nature and his eſſential Office, by his own Merits only, chal- 
lenging in Juſtice to be heard, having given himſelf a full Re- 
demprion : ſo that he is, as St. Auguſtin obſerves, the Prieſt, I Pſalm 6, 
who being now entred.into the vail alone there of them who bave 
been partakers of fleſls, doth make interceſſion for ;, yet, as the 
ſame” Saint ſays , withour dowbt the Martyrs intercede for ms. 
'Tis true, we are bidden to come with confidence to the throne i Pſalm 35. 
of glory, that is, with ſecurity that a full Ranſom is paid for ** ** 
us, of more than ſufficient value to obtain whatever we ask ; 
but as the beloved Diſciple obſerves, that full confidence that 
they ſhall be heard, is only for thoſe whoſe Heart doth not check_1 Tean. 7. 
them with the conſciouſneſs of their Sins, and we reach not the 
Phariſaical Prideof thaſe who rank themſelves with the Inno- 
cents : We own Chriſt to be the Gate, the Way, he ia whoſe 
Name we maſt ask;, and we fay with St. ,eAuguſtin, That ;, p/aim 123 
Prayer which is not made in the Name of Chriſt, Med: ator berween 
God and Man, not only doth not blot out ſin, but is it ſelf a ſon. 
We are certain, that whoever asks as he ſhould in the Name 
of Chriſt, will obtain what he asks; and therefore finding our 
Prayers ſo often not tobe heard, and knowing that the very 
Prayer of a Sinner is odious ——_ his Sans crie louder, 


wc 
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we put that adorable Name in the Mouth of Saints, not by 
them for our AMedarors, ſince are of 
no other efficacy or valve, but thro' the Pafſion of Chriſt ; but 
for our Fellow-{nterceſlors, as the Apoſtles themſelves, when 
on Earth, asked the Prayers of others, tho' abſent, by their 
Letters, and we as much apply the Mediation of Chriſt ro us 
by the Prayers of our Fellow-Members of his Myſtical Body, 
as we do by Alms-deeds and other pious Works ; which is no 
wore a derogation to Chriſt, than that St. Peter ſhould work 
even greater Miracles than he himſelf, becauſe he 
them in his Name; and we honor God as much as thoſe who 
laid their ſick Friends where St. Peter's Shadow as he paſs'd 
might cover them, in lieuof calling immediately upon Chriſt, 
whoſe Devotion was approved by Miracles. 

We pay noother Worſhip to Images than the Few: by the 
Holy Ghoſt's Commands paid to the Ak or ſeat, or to 
the Cherubins : for whatever Dr. Sherlock ſays to the contrary, 
the fame Worſhip may be paid toGod's Throne as to his Foor- 
ftool;the Images are not the Object of our Worſhip,but a Means 
to convey it to its ObjeRt, which they repreſent. We 
adore God and particularly where his Repreſenta- 
tive(asa Crucifix 1s of Chriſt) bya livelier Repreſentationren- 
ders him more preſent to our Faith, and we dire no other 
way our Worſhip towards a Crucifix, than we do towards 
Heaven, when we adore God there. We adore but one ſub- 
ſtantial Image of God, Chrift Feſws, but Piftures and Mate- 
rial Repreſentations no more than our own when 
in Contemplation we adore God, tho' we have a {ingular Ve- 
neration for them, (as we havefor the Bible) proportion'd to 
that Civil Reſpect which we uy the Images or Statues of 
our Kings. If our worſhip of Creatures be y, all the 
firſt Chriſtians were great Idolaters, who ſhewed ſo much Re« 
ſpett and Love to St. Paul and the other les, and confi- 

ſo much on their Prayers, which they asked with Tears : 
for we own and praCtiſe no other ſort of Creature-worſhip. 
That Catholics have every where, and even in this laſt Ape, 
deſtroyed all Idols, and converted Nations from Idolatry, is 
a certain Truth z and therefore 'tis as evident a Calumay, 
that they have only changed the Names of Idols. The Hea- 
then 


that thoſe were noe Dr F rm eng yr ps ſut- 
—_ C—— 
haveſcen ſome part of the Catholic World, as France, 
the Low-Counrries, fome Parts of /raly and Germany; it hath 
been my great Employ toinſtrut the weakeſt Age, and dulleſt 
People; yet I proteſs | never met with any one that was inthe 
leaſt danger to take a Picture or Statue tor a God, or for 2 
Saigt that heard him : And the Inquiſitions, (againſt whoſe 
Severity Preceſtants ſo often declaim) tho' they have often 
detected thoſe who turned Jews, (a Perſuaſion moſt oppoſite 
to Image-Worſhip) yet never diſcovered any one, who by the 


uſe of Image or llen into Idolatry. We know 
or tn no and we commonly addrefiour 


w 


Prayers immediately to him) 1o he can guard us without the 
helpof Angek, and fandtific us immediately without the uſe 
of Sacraments ; br he hathofen declared, that he will have 


ficiently diſcover the injurious Miſrepreſenta 
nies which Dr. Sherlock hath faſtned upon our Worſhip, under 
the odious Notion of Idolatry. 


Six Miſrepreſentations and Calumnies contrived by 
Dr. Sherlock, in his Second Seftion, concern. 
ing the Love and Mercy of God, and Tan of 
Penitent Sinners. 

THE Church of Rome teaches, that Chriſt hath Re- 5, ... 


© apron rad 
Pnniſh- 


Rv. 18, 19. 


Hl. :$,29. 


Al. 36. 


Fil. 11. 
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Puniſhments. 2. That Men ſuffer in Purgatory when the 
Guilt of Sin is before taken away, and the Sinner is in a per- 
felt State of Grace, and needs no Amendment ; that is, for no 
Reaſon that make it either Good or Juſt for them to ſuffer. 
3. That the Blood of Chriſt could not expiate for the Tem- 
poral Puniſhment of Sin, which the Merits of fome Su 
rogating Saints, or the Pope's Indulgences, or the Prieſts 
Maſſes, can redeem us from: How then could that 
Blood make Expiation for Eternal Puniſhment ? If his In- 
tereſt in the Court of Heaven cannot do the leſs, how can it 
do the great ? 4. Again, the Church of Rome pretends, that 
Saints in Heaven Pray for us by way of Intereſt and Merit, not 
of humble Supplication. God indeed commanded us to Pray for 
one another, becauſe 'tis a mutual Exerciſe of Love and Cha- 
rity, of ——_— our Enemies, andof other Vertues ; 
bur this only thoſe who live and converſe together 
in this World. $5. That Church takes the Virgin Adary, 
Angels and Saints, for Mediators, to incline God to be good 
to peculiar Perſons ; whereas the Mediation of Chriſt was 
not to make God good and kind, (who before was infinitely 
| mags toreconcile God's Goodneſs with his Wiſdom and 
Juſtice, and to make it Wiſeand Juſt in God todo good to 
Sinners. 6. They believe Chriſt is not Merciful or Pitiful 
enough ; That his Virgin Mother hath tenderer and ſofter 
Paſſions, and ſuch Intereſt with, or Power over him in the 
Right of a Mother, that ſhe can have any thing of him ; And 
likewiſe they ſuppoſe other Saints to be much more Pitiful 
than he. 


Dr. Sherlock's Arguments againſt Purgatory , 
and our recourſe to Saints for their Prayers. 


PLS may call the Doftrine of Purgatory F*ſtice , you 
may call it Vengeance, but Love it is not. 7 ſhould rather 
chuſe to fall into nothing when 1 die, than to endure 4 thouſand 
years Tormems to be for ever. "Tis an — No- 
tion, That God may forgive Sins, and yet puniſh us for them. 
What is it Men delire, when they defire Pardon ? an — 


, 
. 
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that they may not be puniſhed? 'Tis ſomething that God ex- 
change the Erernal Puniſhment due to Sin in Hell, for the 
Temporal of Purgatory z but would it not be a perfetter 
Expreſſion of Love and Goodneſs, to have remitted the Tem- 
1 Puniſhment alſo? The Texts that lay that Chriſt died 5% 20, 21,22, 

or our ſins, hath made atonement for ſin, is 4 propitiation thro' 
faith in bus blood, it they do not lignifie that a penitent Singer 
ſhall be delivered from ( all ) the Puniſhment dueto his Sins, 
how ſhall he be ſure, tho” his Sins are Pardoned, and he Juſti- 
fied, that he ſhall not be Damned for ever? Redemption from 
the Curſe of the Law cannot lignifie that we ſhall not be Ercr- 
nally gow » unleſs it ſignifie that we ſhall not be puniſhed 
(at all,) and therefore not in Purgatory neither. There is no 5 24- 
Threataiag againſt Sin in all the Goſpel, but Eternal Death ; 
all other Puniſhments are inflicted by virtue of this Law, con- 
ſequently he whois delivered from this Curſe of the Law, E- 
ternal Puniſhment, is delivered from the whole Puniſhment due 
to Sin. 2 Cor. 4. 18. The things which are ſeen (that is of this 
World) are temporal, but the things which are not ſeen (that is of 
the next World) are n_ fs his is 2 Oncy yp pn that Fu. 25. # 
there is no,Pyrgatory. ieves in Chriſt, ſhall never die. 

11, Jos. —_— good Men mult not go to Purgatory, Fel. 26. 
which is as much periſhing and rm Hell, but not fo long; 
otherwiſe Purgatory may be Everlaſting Life for all þ know, 
and ſo the Pains of it Eternal. Could | believe our Saviour 
could leave his Members in Purgatory Fire, which burns as 

hot as Hell, I ſhould have mean thoughts of his Kindneſs, and 

not much relie on him for any thing 3. when a merciful Man 
cannot ſee a Beaſt in rorment without relicving it: 

To imagin that we want any Mediator to God; but onl;. our Fu. 27. 
High-Prie!t, who Mediates in virtue of his Sacrifice, isa re- 
__ tothe Divine Goodneſs. God willneverbe perſuaded F' *8. 

y any Interceſſion to ſhew Mercy to unfit Objets, thar is, to 
Impenitent Sinners. #He that ſpared not bis Son, but delivered **: ** 
. bim up for ns all, bow be nt with him alſo freely grue us all 
things ? It was not for want of Goodneſs, or that he needed 
Entreaties, that he gave his $on to be our Mediator. 

Behold (not one omitted) all the Arguments which bear up 
the moſt outragious Declamations ot this Man againſt the 
Church of God. The 


Hier in cap. 1, 
Nahum. 
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The Catholic Doftrin about Purgatory and Saints 
Interceſſion , and its evident Grounds oppoſed to 
Dr. Sherlock's Sophiſtical Cavils. 


E call the Dottrin of Purgatory, God's Juſtice tem- 

pered with infinite Mercy : And th6 tis in our power, 
by the Mercy of God, toattain Salvation without ſuffering in 
Purgatory ; yet we judge the Poſlellion of God fo infinite a 
Good, that we believe that Man unworthy ever to ſee the Face 
of God, who declares with Dr. Sherlock, that did God offer 
him the Eternal poſſeſſion of himſelf on this Condition, that 
he ſhould firſt ſuffer a thouſand years, he would abſolutely 
refuſe it. We own two ſorts of Guilt in Sin ; Firſt, an Aver- 
ſion from God, and py that infinite Good ; Next, an 
Irregular Aﬀection to ſome tranſient Good or Pleaſure, which 
the Prophet es by the forſaking the Fountain of living 


'Waters, and ing the leaking Ciſterns. To the Firſt is 


due, an Eternal loſs of God's Grace and Glory; to the Second 

che Puniſhment of a ſenſible Pain. We beligge, that thro 
Chriſt we obtain full remiſſion of both Evils at once, when- 
ever we areduely diſpoſed to receive it; to wit, when a per- 
fe&t Contrition creates in us a full Converſion to God, and an 
equal deteſtationot all ſenſible Pleaſure, that may in the leaſt 
draw us from God. But when this Diſpoſition is but ina remiſs 
degree inus, God is yet ſo merciful, as thro' Chriſt to remit 
that firſt Guilt ; and the Blood of Chriſt being —_—_— 
applied by the Sacrament of Penance, by the intuſion of his 
ſanCtifying Grace, to make us his Friends, altho', becauſe we 
endeavor but weakly ro be entirely ſuch, a ſenſible Pain re- 
mains dueto us, to puniſh the paſt ſinful Pleaſure not ſuffici- 
ently mortified, either to be ſuttered by Penitential Works in 
this Life, or hereafter in Purgatory. A Man dying in the 
State of Grace indeed, but without a perfect Contrition,with- 
out ſupplying and increaſing it by the due Fruits of 
may be called ſtill, (and is fo termed by St. Hierom) a Sinner, 
becauſe he carries with him to God's Tribunal, an Obligation 
of ſuffering for his Sins, which he hath refuſed, w—"_ 
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had time to comply with by a Penitential Life. In this Method 
of God's ents there appears but an unbiaſſed Juſtice, yer 
accompanied with 4 &ngular Mercy, by which God reſtores 
his Favor to us, before our Hearts be as ly converted 
as his Juſtice might well require. 50 God was merciful tothe 
Iſraelives, when at Moſes's Prayer he forgave them their paſt F** 32 
Sinof Idolatry, tho' as St. Hierom obſerves, he proteſted in ad Gai, © 
his Juſtice, that he would puniſh that Sin in the day of re- 
venge. Thus he was mercifufyto David, when Nathan ac- 
quainted him that Owr Lor bus Sin, yet Juſt in 2 Reg. 12 
puniſhing it by the death of his Child, Thus from the begin- 
ning he had been merciful to Adem, whom he browght fort of Sap+ 10. 
bus Sin, yet how ſeverely he puniſhed him in his Juſtice, we 
know and feel in our ſelves yet the ſmart of it. "Twas in con- 
templation of this Truth St. Auguſtin thus addreſſed himſelf 
to God; Thou baſt loved Truth, that is, thou baſt not left unpu- 4 n "a Fo. 
niſbed the Sins of thoſe thou haſt pardoned, ſo extending Mercy, as yas iy "i 
not 10 ſwerve from Truth Equity. For as St. Baſil teaches 
us, altho' God bath in bus only begotten Son gramed to all, a4 much 
as in him lies, Remiſſion of Sin, yet becauſe Mercy and Judgment 
are joyned together, it 1s neceſſary that tho(e things which are ſpo- 
hen of Penance by the Prophets and Apoſtles, be performed in ws, 
that the Tudgments of the Divine Juſtice may be ſten, Weown 
that the Blood of Chriſt cleanfes us from all Sins, but applied . 
according to the Methods of a Juſt and Mercifal Province, 
Thus it cleanſes from all Guilt of, and releaſes all Puniſhmenc 
due toSin, by the Watersof Baptiſm; and following Sins by 
the Tears of Penance, or if thoſe flow more ſparingly than 
God requires, by the Fire of Purgatory. Again, there are ſe- 
veral Sins which unpardoned in this World, are pardoned, 
but after due Puniſhment, in the other. They make God ſe- 
vere indeed, and wonderfully blaſt his Mercy, who interpret 
thatSentence of God by Exzzcchiel, The Soul which finneth ſhall £x4ch. cap. 13. 
die, and that by St. Paul, The wages of fin #« death, of any the a Rm. 6. 
leaſt Offences, admitting of none venial in their nature, and 
fay, That without Faith and Repentance even the leaſt and lighteſt Falk in 1 Ep, 
Sins are damnable and deadly. We own that ſeveral lighter Sins 
bereave not a Soul of Grace and Juſtice, fince that (Prov. 24.) 
Seven times the juſt man falls and riſes again ; and ay St. Jobn 

witneſſes 


gyrr—_— | 00> OO EI a > I — Wn > —__——_—_— 


Joon. 1. 
Taceb. 1. 


Tay 4 


Mala: hb. 3. 


T.15, 28, © 25. 
ae Crvit. 


in Pſalm 6s. 
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witneſſes of the moſt perfeft, If we ſhall ſay we bave no ſin, we 


ſeduce onr ſelver, and the truth s not in ws. In s we 


offend all, ſays another Apoſtle, who teaches us, that beſides 
Concupiſcence which is no fin, there is a conception of it which 
bringeth forth ſin ; yet chat ſin only which is conſummared, en- 
genders death, They are then molt injurious to God's Mercy, 
who own not that there is a degree of Knowledge and Conſent 
ſo imperfeCt, that tho' God is offended by ir, yet the Band of 
Charity is not broken by ir, fervor only of rhat Virtue 
is diminiſhed. Theſe Sins are purged by the Fire of Purgatory, 
this Guilt is puniſhed there. We hold then Purgatory Fire 
to bea purging Flame, which puniſhes Guilt : Of this the Pro- 
phet 1/ay tells us, that Our Lord ſhall purge the dregs of the 
Ln rs So. and ſhall waſh the blood of Hieruſalem out of the 

dſt thereof, in the ſpirit of judgment and in the ſpirit of combu- 
ftion. And Malachy, Our Lord i like a purging fire : He ſhall 
even refine the ſons of Levi, and purifie them a4 gold and ſilver, 
W hich words (ſays St. Auguſtin) cannot ſignifie a ſeparation only 
of the polluted from the pure wn the laſt penal Judgment, but muſt ſig- 
nifie a purgation of -_ who have need thereof : whence in 
this firm belief he uſed the following Prayer: Purge me in this 
Life, and make me ſuch an one as ſhall not need the amending fire, 
Is it not a Poſition mo(t ſuitable to the Mercy of God, by which 
we hold, that the Sacrifice of our Bleſſed Lord's Body and 
Blouddaily offered on our Altars, eaſes thoſe ſuffering Souls, 


Ut Chriſti gra- and that God accepts of the Prayers of his faithful Servants 


offered for them ;, ſo that as St. Perer Chryſologw expreſſes it, 
Souls' redeemed ( from the Guilt and Eternal Puniſhment of 
Mortal Sins) by the Grace of Chriſt, have remiſſion (of leſſer 
Sinsand Temporal Puniſhment) obrained by the Interceſſion of 
pu m1 oy ade ner od would otherwiſe 
not have gramed, the meritorious Prayers of the Church (offering, 
the Blood of Chriſt) obrain it from God's Mercy, as a gratmit 
Gift, Out of Ne heſ a Paſſion reſcued 
many, (A. 2.) God raiſed up, looſing the ſorrows of Hell. 
Or which words S. eAugnſtin grounds the Eid of the d4 
That the Soul of Chriſt Gate ſcend into the place where Sinners are 
puniſhzd, to releaſe them of their Torments, whom be in bis Fuſti 
thought worthy to be releaſed ;, otherwiſe (adds the Holy - 2 
ee 
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I ſee not bow to e that Text, For neither Abraham nor £54 12. de Gew 
the poor Alan in bus Boſom, that us, in the ſecret of his quiet reſt, ad litt. cap. 33" 
was reſtrained in Sorrows. Sins then are truly puniſhed in 
Purgatory, and through the Grace of Chriſt are there re- 
mitted. Hence Chriſt could ſay of the Sin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, That it ſhall not be forgiven in this world, nor in the world ys. |. 
to come ;, which could not be truly ſaid, as Sr. a_ ob- 
ſerves, Except there were ſome, who altho" not in this World, yet |, 
in the next might be forgiven. A Proof ſo often urged by the 
holy Doctor St. Bernard, againlt the Heretics of his time. ,,, 
Purgatory then is that Priſon, as Tertullian and St. Cyprian ;*,, *& 73. 
obſerve, into which many are caſt, when they are no more in £4. 4. E2- 2. 
the Way, and have been preſented to the Judge, rill they pay 
the laſt Farthing, of which Chriſt ſpeaks. St. Paul teaches 
the Corinthians this Article of Faith, when beſide, that general 
Fire which goeth before the Face of the Lord in that Day 
which ſhall be revealed by Fire, and the Fiery Trial of Judgment 
it ſelf, where the work of every one, of what kind it us the Fire 1 Cir. 3. 
ſhalt try, he allerts a third purging Fire, of which he ſays, If 
any ones work, burn, be ſhall ſuffer detriment, but himſelf ſhall be 
ſaved, yet as through Fire, A Doctrin moſt ſuitable tro God's 
Juſtice and Mercy : for ſays the often cited St. «Auguſtin, ;, pſuts 37. 
Why are ſome ſaid to be ſaved by Fire? Becauſe they build upon the 
Foundation (of Faith and Charity) Hay, Wood, Stubbley but i 
they would build Gold, Silver, and Precious Stones, they mi 
ſecure from both Fires ;, not only from that Everlaſting, which ſhall 

wniſh the Impiorns Eternally, but from that which ſhall A MEND 
them who ſhall be ſaved by Fire. _—— Who altho' they be ſaved by 
Fire, yet that Fire will be more- painful and grievous than any 
thing that can be ſuffered in this Life; not for want of Mercy in 
God, but becauſe he puniſhes Sin whereever he ſees it, as he eſ- 
ſentially hates it. Yet Chriſt truly obtained remiſſion from 
all Temporal as well as Eternal Pain ; whe whoever is 
is 4p by Baptiſm, as the ſame Dottor obſerves, he not - _—_— Det 
only is not adjudged to Eternal Torments, but neither doth be ſuffer © 
after Death any Purgatory Pains, if he die in that State of re- 
covered Innocency. Now | would know, whether 'God be 
leſs Merciful , becauſe Exzechiel puts this Sentence in his 
Mouth, Lay her nakgd upon the Coals until ber Braſs be heated, x+,ch.cop... , 

K and 
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and all ber Tin be fried ont ;, becanſe that (ſays the fame Dodtor) 
there idle Words, and wickgd or impure Cogit ations ;, there the mul. 
tieude of leſſer Sins, which have infeſted the Purity of ber nobler 
Namre, ſhall ſeeth forth ;, there the Tin or Lead, which bave ob- 
ſewedrbe Divine Image, ſhall be conſumed ; all which might here 
with eAlmi-deeds and T tars, after a more ſhort and eaſie way, 
have been purged from the Soul. 1s it not juſt as St. Gregory 
Nyſſen That all viciow Aﬀettions be purged either in 
thi: World by a fiber courſe of Life, or after our departure hence 
the Furnace of Purgatory Fire ? Is not Merciful, becauſe 
Revel. 21.) Nothing defiled can enter that Kingdom f Was 
St. Paul injurious to the Mercy of Chriſt, when he chaſtiſed 
his Body, to make up what was wanting in bimſelf (not in Chriſt) 
of the Paſſions of Chriſt ; that is, ſuch Diſpolitions as Gods Ju- 
ſtice requires in us, that his Mercy through Chriſt may take 
effet ? Thoſe SeCtaries, I am ſure, of Dr. Sherlock's Perſua- 
fion, who will not own any one ACtion of the Juſt to their 
very laſt gaſp to be freed from Sin, are very injurious to Gods 
Juſtice, it thoſe Sins are no where to be puniſhed, with which 

they grant each Chriſtian to go out of this Life. 

But thoſe Puniſhments may laſt ſo long ! That depends of 
us : let us but poſſeſs as perfect a Charity as God offers 
and by his holy Grace cnables us to purchaſe, and we ſhall 
avoid Purgatory. Thus a Martyr's perfett Charity ſets him 
out of the reach of thoſe Flames. As St. Cyprian obſerves, One 
thing it 4 a long time puniſhed for Treſpaſſes to be amended and 
purged by Fire, and another 10 aboliſh all Faults by ſuffering for 
Chriſt, No one ſuffers in Purgatory becauſe God is not infi- 
nitely Merciful, but becauſe he refuſes to love that infinite 
Mercy as much 2s he ought, and God ires. 'Tis ſhll 
(through Gods Mercy) in our power during Life, to ſhorten 
thoſe Safferings : For, as Origen warns us, if any one bring 4 
lutle Iniquity, that little Lead ought to be 1d, Fire; and 
A beavy and leaden Metal, he i more burnt, that more may 

waſted. God were not Jult if, as Daniel faw him, « fr 
and wiolent Flood did not run before bu Face, to ume 
and poniſh Sin. "Tis by reaſon of our Sins, as St. Auguſtin ob. 
ſerves, that ſome ſhall paſs through a fiery Lake, ww. borrible 
Sballows fall of burning Flames, as much as ſhall remain of the 

Droſs 
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Droſ' of Sim, ſo long ſhall the delay of the Paſſage be. This Juſtice 
ir rr enriges all holy Men ever to fear and tremble 
at the of Death and Judgment, whilſt the very 
lewdeſt Livers amongſt Setaries, grounded on the ſecuriry 
of a — Preſumption, if the Miniſter but tells them 
they have made their Peace with God, tho' in their whole Life 
they have never done that Penance for their Sins, with-ut 
which the Word of God aſſures them, they ſhall atrogerber pe- 
riſb ; tho” ps they never ſhed a Tear for their Sins, tho” 
deſtitute of the help of the Sacraments, yet affront Gods Ju- 
ſtice by a bold unconcerned Confidence, whilſt they preſume 
on a Mercy never promiſed to ſo undiſpoſed Souls. Different 
was the Senſe of the t Doctor St. Hilary : Since no one Cum nemo ve. 
Gay fry pot ſpot tk before Go bow can _- meer bis Fudg- gon ng yon 
+ wn a unwearied Fire, duo quomo- 
and t vr wn raya , which E e 40 detiderabile 
4 Soul /h San. W_ _ | - © — 
gao ſubeunda ſunt gravis illa expiandz & peecatis anime ſupplicia. 
That there remains then after the Guilt of Sin is forgiven, 
ſach an Obligation ro u o Puniſhment, to paſs by all the 
Greek and Latin Fathers, all thoſe Texrs of Scripture make it 
lain, which deliver unto us the neceſſity of Penance and its 
Fruits. Now whoeyer goes out of this World, not ha- 
ving ſatisfied this Obligation, hath ſuch a moral unworthineſs, 
as bars him, till it be complied with, from the ſight of God. 
And thoſe who ſay , that it were a greater Mercy in God 
to remit all the Puniſhment due to Sin, blame Chriſt for 
Preaching Penance, and account him on that ſcore leſs merci- 
ful. To ſay with Dr. Sherlock, That Men deſire nothing when 
atk Pardon, but meer hy nee be Punihe itodeciare, they 
not Gods Loveand Grace like Children, bur meerly fear 
the Laſh like Slaves; and all Catholics look on ſuch a Diſ- 
pr_ excluding yan all Non ws to Gods Grace and 
e, as incapable of ———_ iveneſs of Sins. Chriſt 
bliedby Bapriſar, and or ors fo wh Boo be ap 
ied by iſm, and in cafe of K y ri- 
— "= wane Þ Works duri ik” o: Puniſhment after 
Death, before all Pain due to Sin remitted ; thus applied, 
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Puniſhment is the Death of the Soul, as Dr. Sherlock, ſuppoſes, 
but only the privation of Gods Grace, which is her Lite, and 
which is enjoyed through Chriſt as much in Purgatory as by 
peaitent Saints on Earth in their penitential Sufferings; and 
the mercy of our Lord appears as much in purging his Mem- 
bers from all Stains of the leaſt fin by the Fire of Purgatory, 
as here by the toilſom Labors of —_ Life, ſuch as his 
deareſt Servants were ever purified by. St. Paul never taught, 
that all things that are not ſeen, or of another World, are E- 
ternal, or elje God would be Eternally Judging, and ſo never 
Rewarding his Servants, or Puniſhing his Enemies ; fo that 
Dr. Sherlock's Demonſtration hath not fo much as the leaſt ap- 
pearance of a _ Reaſon. 
Exchirid.c. 16, Having thus repreſented our Faith, I conclude with S. Au- 
»ſtin againſt Dr. Sherlock; It cannot be denied, but that the 
Souls of the Dead, are relieved by the Piety and Devotion of their 
living Friends, a4 often as the Sacrifice of our eAMediator u of 
fered, or Alms-deeds are done in the Church for them ; but theſe 
things do bring profit only to thoſe, who in their Life-time did merit 
to receive pr the like after Death : For there « a certain 
State of Life neither ſo good, that it neederh not = Helps after 
Death, nor ſo evil, but that it may be belped by the ſame. 

I havealready Anſwered in the firſt Section, all thoſe Ca- 
lumnies which are repeated here concerning the Bleſſed Saints 
Interceſſions for us. Our Doftrin, direftly oppoſite to the 
flanderaus Miſrepreſentations here offered, is, 1. We look 
on the Prayers of. Saints as meerly humble Supplications ;, for 
we hold that Chriſt only Pendeth our Mediator, challenging 
he alone in Juſtice, and by his own Merits, to be heard in 
favor of us. 2. We conceive Charity to be at leaſt as proper 
to, and inſeparable from the Seraphical Souls of Saints, as 
from any of Gods Servants on Earth, and as much inclinj Ms 
them to Pray for their Fellow-Members of Chriſt's Myſtical 
Body, engaged here below in Miſeries and Dangers. 3. We 
never required the Prayers of Saints, to render God good 
and merciful; but only when joyned with our Prayers, to 
render theſe a fitter Objett of Gods Mercy, and to reconcile 

| | the Effects thereof to his Wiſdom and Juſtice. 4. Whatever 
*i7s fruia. pity the Saints may haye on us, we look on it, as on a ſinall 
Drop, 
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Drop, compared to the Ocean of Gods infinite Mercy z of 
which, that very Pity, and the Interceſſionof Saints, is a free 
Gift to us, given with all other Bleſſings, together wirh, and as 
an Effect of his greateſt Gift, ro wit,his Erernal Son, with 
whom, in whom, and by whom, he hath given us all things. 
This Faith of ours doth, I conceive, moſt evidently expoſe the 
ſhameleſs Calumnies, which Dr. Sherlock, hath disfigured her 
by. 


Thirty = Karr and Calumnies offered by 
Dr. Sherlock, in his Third and Fourth Seftions, 
and ſome of his Phanatical Principles. 

Ever did Man ſpeak more without Book, without Truth, 


and without any reſpett to Shame or Conſcience ;, this 
Preſcrvative deſerving more the Fate of defamatory Libels, 


than thoſe two which he priſes and recommends Fol. 78, No Provincial = 
Narrative of the Miniſter Oats contains more Lies and Ca- {47797 /4/<it7 


lumnies againſt the Perſons of Catholics, than the Miniſter by 


Sherlock's Preſervatrue againſt their Religion; the latter is ma* 


infinitely more Impudent, becauſe he accuſes with an equally 
ſhameleſs Scurrility , not ſingle Perſons, but moſt Princes, 
Biſhops, Univerſities, Kingdoms of the Chriſtian World, and 
all the General Councils to boot. I do own, and will main- 
tainit, That no man ever Lyed in Print with more Confi- 
dence, ever was ſo —_—— Paſſion to all the Reproaches of 
Conſcience and Honor : And had not a long Cuſtom of ſaying 
any thing in the Pulpit, tho' never ſo monſtrouſly falſe, that 
could render Catholic Religion odious, or ridicule it by dif- 
figuring it, dictated to his peeviſh Diſtemper this Second 
Part of his Preſervative, it would not, I conceive, have been 

ible, that all the Gall that can drop from a Chriſtians Pen, 

Id inone Pamphlet have heaped fo many and ſo defama- 
tory Calumnies. Take the following Inſtances. 


1. The Catholics by unwritten Tradztions, that make up a = Bll. 71, 74,75 
Yom 


of their Rule of Faith, mean ſuch things as may be concealed 
the knowledge of the World for 1509 Tears, never heard of before 
ia the Church of God, kept very privately and ſecretly for ſeveral 


Ages, 
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Ages, and wary unpritten, By Tradition we mean a Reve- 
lation received from God, by p—_, conveighed by the 
continual teaching and preaching of Lawtul Paſtors, 
| __—_ by the viſible praCtice of Chriſtian Churches ; 
found in the Books of ſucceeding -Fathers and Hiſtorians , 
though not in Canonical Scripture, which St. Paul recommend- 

_ <ws __ faithfully to be kept as a _—_ And com- 

de Sp. $.c. 279, manded the T hefſalonians to obſerve, which it it be laid by, ſays 

Iplam fidei St, Baſil, We ſhall retain of the Preaching of the Faith, but an 

prod — empty Name : and which is delivered to us as Preached by the 

nomen Contra- Apoſtles by the ſame means, and with the ſame ſecurity at 

_ leaſt, as the Letter of the Goſpel is conveighedto us, as writ- 
ten by them. 

Fel. 79. 2. They teach ſeveral External Obſervances, to be much more 
pleaſing 10 God, and therefore much better in themſelves, than 
true Goſpel Obedience, © Moral or Evangelical virtues: that the 
ſupply the want of true virtue, Compenſate for ſin, and maks men 

eat Saints, We teach that Gods inherent Grace only San- 
Ages us, and that whatever External obſervance void of E- 
vangelical virtue, is a ſinful Hypocrike, and only can make 
one a greater inner. 

Fel. $1, $2. 3. teach that when a Prieſt Abſolves men, that for ſake 
not their fins, God muſt confirm the Sentence of bus Miniſter, and 
therefore they are Abſolved and need not fear ; whence they believe 
that God can be reconciled to m_ —_— _—_— therr 

. And therefore they muſt believe that G wen power 
i. Prieſts hehe e whom be could not Aſie himſelf. 
We teach that to receive Abſolution without a real forſa- 
king of our ſins, in lieu of forgivneſs of them, adds a hainous 


'_ 


Sacrilege. 
£0. 4. In the Church of Rome men may Expiate their fins by Pe- 
jr nances, but are under no neceſſity of Jar ſating them, No pain 


due to fn can be remitted whilſt the guilt remains, nor this 
removed till they be forſaken: no Exterior Penance can in 
the leaſt Expiate the guilt of ſin. This is our Dodtrin by 
which the Calumnies of the following Miſrepreſentations ap- 
pear. 


"4 


$- They 
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s. account Satu attory works, Faſting!, alt: of Penance, Fil. 45, 46. 
As nr jroes wit bout was ſorrow for ſin, 
without any true Devotion 10 God, without mortifying any one 

: mere External Rites and Obſeryances, being judged Sativ- 
fattions and Expiations for Sm. 

6. uſe External Mortifications to ſatisfie for ſins, not to Fil. g1. 
kill them by ſubduing the Fleſh to the Spirit ;, to puniſh themſelves 
for ſins, that they may commit them more ſecurely again. 

7. The Roman C teaches, that men aac care of xy. 9. 
Venial ſins, and that they may keep clear from mortal ſin without 

great attainment in virtue. It teachesa voluntary Venial 
ſin ought not to be committed, to ſavea whole Worlds Lives: 
that it diſpoſes to Mortal fins as Diſeaſes do to Death : that 
if our Paſſions be not curb'd by the praftice of ſolid Chriſtian 
Virtues, mortal ſins will not be avoided, nor Heaven attained, 
which they only purchaſe who uſe Violence. 

8. In the Roman Church Mony i paid for Indu'gences, Foil. 5. 48. 
and with them Satisfactions and Merits are bought. . To pretend 
to buy or ſell any ſuch Spiritual things, we account a moſt 

rievous fin. And every Alms-giver might with as much 
uſtice be accuſed, to have bought of God, his Grace and Par- 
don or _ AG chi _ 

9. Conſecrate ſenſeleſs things to Venial, or ſome» Fol. 44 
Hmes AG ſm, ar oxlrey on NEE 

10. They attribute Divine Virtues and Powers to ſenſeleſs Poll. 43- 
things 3 a4 « evident from the honor paid to Relifts : and from t 
Conſecration of Agnus Dei's, Wax Candles, Oyls, Bells, Croſſer, 
eAjhes, Holy.Water. 

11. With them ſenſeleſs things are capable of the Santtification ry. ,, 
of Gods holy Spirit by his Graces, and can convey ſuch Santtificati- 
on by Divine and mnviſible effiwuiwns of Grace, All theſe are 
miſrepreſentations of our Faith which teaches us nothing of 
all this. What we believeis, that nothing can free us from 
the guilt of any fin, which is external, and doth not effe&t 
and change the heart. That «al Creatures of God are good, 1 Tim: 4. 
aid that they are Sanitified by the word of God and Prayer ;, nei- 
ther doth Faith teach us that any Material thing hath any 
other than Moral Connexion with Grace, either obtain'd for 
us by the Prayers of the Church, offered for us at the _ 

0 


Fol. 19. 


Fol. 40, 41, 


Fol. 41+ 
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of thoſe things, or of thoſe bleſled Saints whom we honor, 
and call upon by that Veneration, or by the Sacraments ac- 
cording to the laſtitution or Covenant of Chriſt ; but we do 
not believe that Gods Grace is inherent, but in the Souls of 
the Faithful, or that any ſin is remitted without a due diſpo- 
ſition in arepentent ſinner. Or any virtue to be now-a-days 
Communicated otherwiſe by inſenſible things, than it was to 
the Woman that touched the Hem of Chriſts Garments, or by 
the Handkerchiefs of St. Paul, or Shadow of St. Peter. Nei- 
ther do we uſe any Bleſſings which we do not find in the Re- 
cords af the Primitive Church, to have been ordered by the 
Apoſtles : as lam ready to make out when ever required. 

12. The Popiſh Ceremonies are more ſevere and Intollerable 
than the Jewiſh Toke it ſelf, which St. Peter tells the Jews, net- 
ther they, nor their Fathers were abletobear, Unleſs he means it 
intollerable to Chriſtians to Faſt in Lent, in imitation of our 
Bleſſed Lord, and Friday and Saturday in memory of his bit- 
ter Agony on the Croſs, and laying in the Grave for us, or 
their obligation of praying to God daily, and particularly 
the Lords day, and of relieving the neceſſities of the Poor : 
thus calling Faſting, Watching, Praying, and Alms-deeds fo 
recommended by Chriſt our Lord, Mere Ceremonies : | know 
no Obligations impoſed on the generality of Chriſtians by 
any poſitive Law of the Church, which can be called a Yoke. 
As for the Ceremonies uſed in the Liturgy, if they be a bur- 
den, ſure the Clergy or Religious, muſt feel the weight of 
them, yet I am ſure not one ever owned it, but this predomi- 
nant paſſion of Calumniating will venture blindly at the moſt 
ſhameleſs untruths, 

13. Their Canonical Faſt ts not to abſtain from Food, but only 


from ſuch Meats as are forbidden. This is moſt falſe, but one 


Meal being allowed of on Faſting-days. 
14. There #s no imaginable reaſon = it ſhould be an alt of 
—_— meerly not 10 abſtain from Fleſh, if Fleſh have no 
legal uncleanneſs. Here he would inſinuate that we Judaize. 
But when God by Hyeremy praiſed the Rhechabites for ab- 
ſtaining from Wine, was it becauſe Wine was held by them 
to have a legal uncleanneſs? Is the taming of the Fleſh, the 
curbing of Senſuality, no reaſon at all for Abſtinence ? 
I 5. They 
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15- Faſt and ſay over their Beads and perform their Fil.,?. 
ll Cobf fie Dauty as well as if they did it by 
themſelves, This is an Impudent Sham. Each man is bound 
to ſatisfie by himſelf, fulfilling the Penances impoſed upon 
him. 

16. They bold that they have no title to Reward by doing their Fel. 47. 
Duty, and therefore they add Works of ation. A ſhame- 
leſs untruth! Nay, the more preſling the Duty is, the great- 
er the Reward ; Alms given to a man ſtarving for hunger, 
we hold more meritorions, than if not ſo great a neceſſity 
bore off the obligation of relieving him. Each neceſlary ob- 
fervance of the Commandments hath a Crown laid up, to be 
render'd by the juſt Judge. 

17. Whilſt they Pray m an wiknown Tongue, a Parrot may 4s Fol. ;8. 
much be t to Pray oy. org they, He would inſinuate 
that cs when they to Prayers which they do not 
underſtand, are not Commanded to pray in Spirit by de- 
vout thoughts and pious affeftions, which is a mere Ca- 


lumny. 
1s. wo 90 care to inſtruf$ men in all neceſſary Dottrins ;, Fl.61, 
they learn their Creed as School-boys their Grammar, without un- 
—_— they receive the Impreſſion that is made on them as 
Wax doth, —O_ more of the Matter, i 
them this us the utmoſt perfettion of Knowledge that any Chriſti 
muſt aim at. A heavy C , but fo ft a Slander, thac 
beſides the Obligation faid on all thoſe that have the charge 
and Cure of 3 hundreds of thouſands of Religious men, 
make it their daily Employ to 4nſtrutt the Ignorant, and 
each Pariſh hath Schools of Chriſtian Doctrin to that end : 
fo that uſually Children of ten years old can give a better 
account of their Faith in Catholic Countries, than SeCtaries 
of forty yearsold can generally do, who have ſeldom heard 
of any thing in the Concerns of -Religion, but Slanders aud 
Miſrepreſentarions of Catholic Dofrin. It hath been my 
Lot to deal for ſome time with a Body of near two hundred 
Proteſtants on the ſcore of Religion, and I in truth Proteſt, 
that 1 found notone in ſix that could give me any reaſonable 
account of Chriſt being God and Man, and dying for oor Re- 
demption. We exact of each + Io that tothe beſt of 
his 


Rl. $2, 83. 


Fol. 85. 
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his. abilitits he improve 'his knowledge in the dutics of 


Faith, . 

19. They teach a man need not know any thing but the les 
Creed : therefore Heretics know and oe een 4 neeeſſary to 
Salvation, as a they believe the eApoſtles Creed. Did Chriſt 
reach any thing what be would bave known ? | Weteach that 
each Chriſtian is bound to know all that he is bound todo, 
and to underſtand all thoſe neceſſary means left by Chriſt for 
his Reconciliation and Perfection, though not expreſſed in 
the Creed : we teach that each Alan is not bound to know 
all that Chriſt hath it, but yet all that Chriſt has taught 
as neceſlary to him in his Station. But this Calumniator 
confounds what is to be known neceſſitate Medii;, fo that he 
who t no fault of his hath not learn'd ir, is however 
uncapable of Salvation ; (which is all contained in the Creed) 
with what muſt be known, Neceſſitate Precepri ;, becauſe God 
hath commanded all thoſe who are in the occaſion, and in a 
capacity of being inſtruCted in it, to learn it, 

20. Church of Rome teaches, that the ſins of thoſe s 
who do not repent nor amend their lives, and con 


ar | Death | be - 4 
y ae me Expired by the Deal of Ciif ponthe Cr, on 


xpiated by 

21. That bythe 
erifice of the Adaſris fol}, withow any; 
for whom tus off ered, bus (mms ave Expiate 

22, That when Chriſt was Sacrsficed upon wa be Expia- 
Ts the Eternal Puri da to ſm; and when Sacrifi. 
ced in 1 = the Temporal. Behold three loud Ca- 
lomnies.” We teach that Chriſt on the Croſs gave himſelf 
a full Redemption for all the Guilt and Debt of Sinners, who- 
apply to themſelves that Blood, by the meansap- 
pointed by Chriſt. That by the Sacrifice of the Maſs, as al- 
ſa by any good Chriſtians Prayers for obdurat ſinners, fuch 
Graces may beobtained, as ſhall work in them their Salvati- 
on : but that no ſin isremitted to an impenitent finner. And 
all we mean by ops operatum, hath no reference to him who 
receives the Sacraments, tothe whole effeCt whereof a ſtub- 
born and unconverted finner puts ever a full ſtop : but in re- 
ference to thoſe who Adminiſter the Sacraments, from whoſe 


Piety 


by the =m—_—_ Sa- 
in 


mon int Perſon 
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take not their force z Baptiſm given by a Prieſt 
L farcof fn, ba having as much its whole effect as given by 
becauſe it takes its value and force from Chriſt the 
yew: Miniſter in the conferring of it : fo the Church did 


reach by St. Auguſtin heretofore, againit Parmenian the He- 
retic, {ſo She teaches to this day. 


23. Catholics think chat the Interceſſion of the Virgin BErYs Ah v7, 
CI TEINS with our Saviour 10 do that 
which accor 


to the Laws of bus own Mediation, they know he 
cannot, and will not do;, How can any man br ſo ſtupid as to think, 
thu ? Let ſo it is, A bare-face Calumny. For we teach thar 
the bleſſed Saints, only join cheir Prayers to ours, £0 ob- 
= "rixng © maſt proper eFert of Chris Medaation, os 
ask: it a proper $ to 
for ſeveral Members of his 
— the whole, or moved by the love he bears to 
the holier Members thereof , oy ry 0 me me ms 
ny joining together to Petition in Name, will obtain 
p< » which had not bee granted to the ſingle Prayers of 
One. 
24, 25, 26. 4 nfl tow we hr ref 32. 


—_ of Hell, con - As 

Men to get out of Purgatory, Moy __ 

Indelgeners Sbile live : tron was = 

three Calumnics [The feſt, thae 

Catholics exempt So from who in the Proteſtave 

Dodtrin would be Condemned to it. No Mortal 

ſia is lodged in Purgatory, or eſcapes Hell. Secondly, That 

Indulgences may be bought for Mony, or avail a Soul andifſ- 

mr = Fo benefit of them, through want of Con- 
OST TILT CIC 

T any avai 

as during life have not deſerved and > — 

which untruth 1 have before defcated, with the 7 


Co —_— (ponnen pgtrrms in the 110, Chapter of his 


27,28, 29. _— TILED of = Lords pray opis befuderthe Bu 9h. 


ſupernatural conveyance of Grace 
Holmeſs, qvaſinings ro = the be of er bs Cried 0 £0, the on, the 
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mais ant deftet of fo, ropirag the Exerciſes of 4 great many 


wnrtnes, Gee, Burn ! 


Rome thus Sacrament us turn 


- ws 
he Second, 
whereas we I 


mer ſins, or —_—_ 
ture: a breaking and ng of our 
works, Devotion towards the admirable Myſtery of our Re- 
demption, humility in accuſing our ſelyes of our moſt ſecret 
fins, a firm of Remiſſion, &c. But theſe things are 
with Dr. no Chriſtian Virtues. A Third, that our 
expoſing of the bleſſed Sacrament is a dumb ſhew, and that 
ſo we afliſt at Holy Maſs; we hold no neceſſity of a Pious 
life : whereas we feel that nothing ſpeaks more the Mercies 
of Ged;. nothing moves us more to Chriſtian Virtues, than 
this great Sacrament conſidered with the Eyes of Faith: and 
believe that this Sacrifice helps much to @ holy life, but not 
m—_ fo CL 
30. Amongſt them ane can Merit for twenty, ſo there is no 
above one ip twenty ſhould be Good, Merit with us is 
and not Communicative 4 noone is better in the ſight of 
for the Piety of another: and in what ever one may 
fatisfie Gods Juſtice for the Penitential works he exatts from 
meg > to the leaſt 
Glory, y any Merit by an 0- 
ahers ity, or Merit.. " 


Many 


OOO ————— 0 w—_ = — 
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Many more of this Man's Calumaies 1 paſs by y theſe Thirty 


and the other Ten 1 ifdent Calum aclear E 
that he is the moſt confident ore bac Lond Prevted 
or Writ ; who dares ſay -h without the leaſt reſpect 
to Troth, without do , Honor orConſc- 
ence. Now, Sir, give ve to offer you ſome few of the 
many Fanatical Priaciples he advances, as deſtructive to with 
you call your Church, as to Chriſtianity in general ; that in 
ſecond thoughts you may bluſh (if you are capable of it) 
Ge hacken ſet your Name to them, and Licenſed them to 


the Preſs. 
The Firſt. God bring a 5 nor be for in Houſes Fil.48, 50, 51. 
Coy Wy beams in Spirit, he muſt 


be wor ſmpped by ſenſible Repreſentations. Thoſe 
pc Except hes exceeds ireſs neſs of the Fl. 18. 
Scribes and Phoriſees, you ſhall in no wiſe enter 1mo the Kingdom 
of Heaven, cats off every thi that is External in Religion, Do 
not theſe Principles remit all Chriſtians to the Silene Meetings 
Singingof Plains, and fch other materi Repreſemeationtas 
mater Eentations 
OD Mn Cheig ſent in the _ 

The G are not mt 
FIC ETFEE TIM —- 
Preſence of God under the Goſpel. SR ppwocket Bil. 34, 55- 
ro map of - 4 S ical Preſence: of God than one : 
cal Preſenc sthe unlimited Preſence of God 0 4 
cor Fler tends to certain Ends ; as for Example, to recerve 

AR bim, Now to more than one ſuch 
Preſenc a Stſ more Gods than one. To ſay no- 
of the abſurdity of this Diſcourſe, which makes that 
an adorer of two Gods, who by Faith adoring God 
in Heaven and in his cwn Soul, worſhips him in both p 
doth not this deſtroy the very Eſſence of your Sacrament, the 
Bread and Wine in the Lord's Supper, which you own to be a 
Symbolical Preſence of Chriſt ? 

The Third. 1f God be berter wor ſhipped before an Image than Fil. 53, 5% 
without one, then the Worſhip of God « more d to that Place 
where the Image 4. 1 cannot ſee bow t0 avoid this ; whereas there 
u no appropriate Place of Worſhip. under the Goſpel And "tis the 


ſame 


Fel: 34, 16. 


Fol. 68, 69, 70. 
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th# the [mage be 08 =o yoann. bat Carried 


San wi we fr file makes the Place of W 
This is 8n Argumens for from you, and all Fana- 


tics againſt a Ser mm Ser Form of Prayer : for if God 
be better worſhipped by a Set Form of Prayer than without 
it, then the W of God is more confined to that Place 
Bn fee Faria Prager; chan Gig Linn isuſed; and 
'tis the ſame, tho” no ſet Place be appointed for that Ser Form 
of Prayer, &c. The Parallel is exact. 

The Fourth, Having laid this Principle, Al that is meer 
External in Religion, 1s taken away, all Rites believed to be tm 
themſelves Att: 0 and to render the Wor ſhipper acceptable 
to God ; and thu becauſe God muſt be worſhipped as a meer 
Todefend the uſe of Baptiſm and the 's Supper, he 
this only Reaſon ; Mankynd by Sin bath forfeited all natural 

_— Gods Favor, they can challenze notbing but by Promiſe 

and Covenant, apron wes 6s 
Sides 1 Therefore 1 muſt be tranſaited by ſome vi ſible ——_ 
ry tr Ar ext gon we 0 bim, 1s not this 
Inference deſtroyed by the former Principle, taking awa 
all Rees rharare ACts of Religion, all that is theerly Extrna 
And on this Principle =_ not to teach, that the mutual 
— and vs, muſt be made by his interior 
tn 0 dmg. ones God muſt be wor- 


o__ — gp interi- 


ſenſible Mark, and our aCtual 
Conmunienl Chriſt another, all the Communications of 
Gods Graces to us, all our return of Worſhip and Adoration 
will equally admit of ſenſible Signs nadRices. To avoid far- 
ther Prolixity, | will end with the following Principle of his, 
—_ to Chriſt, and an open and never to be coloured 
B 
Fifth Princ ple. There never wai, never can be an Tnfallible 
Jmadge ; Chrif bis felf we pt an Infallible Fudge , alths' be 
were an] nfallible MG ay if jade of bus Dodtrin, 
before I rum that he 6 m 's Iſa therefore Men were to jadge 
of Chriſt”: Doltrin, before they believed him ; and they are thus 
co this day to Examin bu be Lav and Pretiers and 
be never required that they ſbould ſubmit to bus Infaltible gp". 


\'/ 
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wirhour Examination. He coald net be an Infalible Judge, ob. 
An to receive all bus Diltates a4 Divine Oraclts, wichout' 
aAAIRATION : impoſſible to kyow bim to be Infallible, but. 
by j of the agreement thereof with the Princy= 
ples aſon, and of former Revelations, Doth a Chriſtian 
teach this, and a Chriſtian approve and licenſe it ! What,. 
FESUS our God bleſſed for evermore, even when owned 
the Son of God, even from us Chriſtians, cannot exadt a Sub- 
miſſion to his lofallible Authovity, without Examination of 
the truth of what he ſays, by comparing it with the Princi- 
of Human Reaſon ! He cannot oblige us to receive all 
is Ditates as Divine Oracles! Was Chriſtian Faith, was 
the Author of it FES US, ever thus affronted ! Did the 
Apoſtles err, did they aft againſt Senſe and Reaſon, when 
they believed what he had taught, of his Fleſh being mear in- Job. 6. v.65 
' deed, only becauſe he had the words of Eternal Life, becauſe 
his Diftates were Divine Oracles ? Were all men of this 
mind, Chriſt would not indeed find any Faith on Earth. 
What tho' we certainly know Chrilt to have taught and de- 
clared a Truth, muſt we not upon his word ſabmur to it and 
embrace it, till we have conſulted our Reaſon, and found it 
_———_ Were the weapons of S. Paul's x Cor. 16. 5. 


warfare ſuch as bumble what raiſed it ſelf againſ# the 
ſcience of God, and bring into captivity all underſtanding in obe- 
dience to Chriſt, and the Word and Preachi Chriſt 


leſs power ? Chriſt reaches it is not yet a ſufficient Motive for 
me to believe ? Should an Angel from Heaven teach me this, 
I would with St. Paul return him no other Anſwer than Ane- 
thema ;, and do A om Sir, approve this? Do you Licenſe men 
to teach to Chriſtians, they are not to ſubmit to Chriſt's Word 
as to Divine Oracles ; that they muſt make themſelves his 
Judges, and Examin by their Reaſon, whether he ſpoke truth 
or no? Well, Sir, were it but not to give occakion to the 
ſpreading ſo horrid Blaſphemies HSE our Lord and God, 
I take my 1-ave of you, andof ſuch Books Licenſed by you ; 
and end with this Profeſſion of my Catholic Faith : Criſt « 
an Infallible Judge, 1 muſt not Judge of bis Dodtrin, bus believe it, 
and ſubmit to bims, 1 ſubmit to bus Infallible Authority without 
Examization;, I recevve all bus Diftates as Divine Oracles, It, 
tho' 

by . 

% 


